
Home Learning Expectations Reception - Key text: The Day The Crayons Quit  

A total of one hour of focused learning time per day and lots of play and exploration. Children will still earn summit stamps for completing each day of learning and up to two 

additional summit stamps can be earned each week of school closure for exceptional presentation and extended learning.  

Day 
Reading & 

Phonics 
High frequency 

words 
Maths Writing Physical Development  

Understanding the 
World 

Day 1 

1  Read for 15 
minutes 
together. Fill in 
and sign the 
reading log. 
 
2  Practice speed 
sounds. 
 
 

Handwriting 
1 Practice writing 
your name with 
a capital letter at 
the beginning 
and correct 
formation. 
 
2 Practise writing 

the sound m 

 
How many things 
can you find that 
begin with ‘m’? 

Play countdown. Ask 
your grown up to set 
a 1 minute timer.  
 
How many bookmark 
words card you read 
before the timer 
goes off? 
 
 

Shape hunt 
Have a look around your house. Look at the 
windows, doors, tables, books and anything 
else you can see! 
 
Can you find a circle in your house? 
Can you find a triangle in your house? 
Can you find a square in your house? 
Can you find a rectangle in your house? 

 

Watch ‘The Day The Crayons Quit’’  
 

 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
489micE6eHU 
 
 
What would the world look like if we 
had no colour? 
 
Today you are going to draw or paint 
even collage a rainbow to celebrate 
all of the colours in our world! 
 
When you have finished your 
rainbow you can label each colour. 
 
Say the colour first and listen 
carefully to each sound before you 
write it down. 
 
e.g.   r   e   d 
 
Now write your name on your 
beautiful work. 
 
 
 
 

Find the crayon activity sheet in 

your work pack. 

 

Now, cut out each crayon carefully. 

 

When you have finished, put the 

crayons in order from biggest to 

smallest. 

1.Watch this video and talk 
to your grown up about how 
rainbows are made! 
 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=W4R3-Q6vM_k 
 

 
 
2. Talk about the sea. Is it 
always blue? Are some 
oceans more blue than 
others? Why do you think 
this is? 
 
3. Make a colour spinner! 
(see home learning pack) 

1. Cout out the 
spinner 

2. Stick a pencil 
through the middle 

3. Spin the colours! 
Talk about what happens to 
the colours when they spin. 
 

 
 
4.Take a walk in the park. Day 2 

1  Read for 15 
minutes 
together. Fill in 

Get some tin foil. 
Make a model of 
your favourite 

Match the shape 

Look in your home learning pack for the 

‘match the shape’ sheet. Draw a line to join 

the matching shapes.  

Which is your favourite colour 
crayon? Why? 
 

Today you are going to do some 
colour mixing with paint! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=489micE6eHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=489micE6eHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4R3-Q6vM_k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4R3-Q6vM_k


and sign the 
reading log. 
 
2  Practice speed 
sounds. 
 

Handwriting 
1 Practice writing 
your name with 
a capital letter at 
the beginning 
and correct 
formation. 
 
2 Practise writing 

the sound a 

 
Listen to your 
grown up. Pu 
your hands on 
your head when 
you hear a word 
that begins with 
a! 
 
ant, bus, , am, 
dig, sit, apple. 

bookmark word from 
foil! 
 

 

 

Time to get searching. Choose your 
favourite colour and find as many 
things that colour as you can! 
 
Now draw and colour your favourite 
item.  
 
Make sure you write your name and 
also label your drawing. 
 
Try to listen to the sounds in the 
word and have a go at writing down 
any sound you know! 
 
 
 
 

 
 What happens when you 

mix yellow and blue? 
 What happens when you 

mix red and blue? 
 
Challenge: 

 How do you make pink? 
 How do you make 

orange? 

How many different green 
things can you see? Are 
these things alive or not? 
What do they need to stay 
alive? 
 
5.Drop some food colouring 
into a glass of water. What 
happens to the colours?  

Day 3 

1  Read for 15 
minutes 
together. Fill in 
and sign the 
reading log. 
 
2  Practice speed 
sounds. 
 

Handwriting 
1 Practice writing 
your name with 
a capital letter at 
the beginning 
and correct 
formation. 
 
2 Practise writing 

the sound s 

 

Play ‘Find the word!’ 
Each player needs to 
copy 5 bookmark 
words on a small 
piece of paper. Hide 
them around your 
home. Set a 5 minute 
timer.  
 
The winner is the 
person who has the 
most words when 
the timer goes 
off....but they MUST 
be able to read the 
words that they find! 
 
 

3D Shape hunt 

Have a look around your house. Notice the 

windows, doors, tables, books and anything 

else you can see! 

 

Can you find a sphere in your house? 

Can you find a cone in your house? 

Can you find a cube in your house? 

Can you find a cuboid in your house? 

 

This morning you are going to 
become a crayon! Decide which 
crayon you are and write a list of all 
of the things you have been used to 
colour e.g. 
 

green 
1. apple 
2. grass 
3. leaf 
4. tree 
 

Remember to listen to the sounds in 
the words and write down as many 
as you can. 
 

Challenge: can you hold 8 crayons 
in your hand and draw a rainbow? 
 

 



Who can point to 
something 
beginning with 
‘s’ first? 

 

Day 4 

1  Read for 15 
minutes 
together. Fill in 
and sign the 
reading log. 
 
2  Practice speed 
sounds. 
 

Handwriting 
1 Practice writing 
your name with 
a capital letter at 
the beginning 
and correct 
formation. 
 
2 Practise writing 

the sound d 

 
How quickly can 
you say did, dog, 
dig, duck? Which 
sound do all of 
these words 
begin with? 

Read your bookmark 
words as quickly as 
you can.  
 
Paint your favourite 
bookmark word!  

Days of the week 

 

Use your phone to scan the QR code. Listen 

to the days of the week song and sing along! 

When you have finished answer these 

questions. 

 

What day is it today? 

What day is it tomorrow? 

What day was it yesterday? 

What is the day after Sunday? 

 

 

 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
489micE6eHU 
 
Listen to the story again. 
 
 
Why do you think the blue crayon is 
short and stubby? 
 
You are going to pretend to be one of 
the crayons. Think about why they 
are upset. You will write a message 
to Duncan about how you are feeling. 
 
e.g. I am sad and tired. 
 

Make a rainbow pasta bracelet!

 

You will need: 

 Penne pasta 

 String 

 Paint/colour felt tips 

Thread your pasta onto string and 

colour or paint them to make a 

rainbow! 

Challenge: make a colour pattern 

bracelet! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=489micE6eHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=489micE6eHU


Day 5 

1  Read for 15 
minutes 
together. Fill in 
and sign the 
reading log. 
 
2  Practice speed 
sounds. 
 

Handwriting 
1 Practice writing 
your name with 
a capital letter at 
the beginning 
and correct 
formation. 
 
2 Practise writing 

the sound t 

 
Find something 
in your kitchen 
that begins with 
‘t’ 
 

Lucky dip!  
Cut 10 small pieces 
of paper. (you can 
use more if you want 
to) Write bookmark 
words on 5 of the 
pieces and leave the 
other 5 pieces blank. 
Fold them up and 
put them in a box or 
a bag. 
 
Take turns with a 
partner to pick a 
piece of paper.  
Bookmark word = 1 
point 
Blank paper = 0 
point. 
 
The winner is the 
person with the most 
points! 

Pattern 

Look in your home learning pack for the 

‘pattern’ sheet. Draw the next shape in the 

pattern on the sheet. 

 

 

How do you think Duncan feels when 
he reads the letters from the 
crayons? Why? 
 
You are going to pretend to be 
Duncan write a message back to one 
of the crayons. 
 
e.g. Cheer up. I will give you a rest. 

Stretch your muscles with some 
fun yoga! 

 

 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=40SZl84Lr7A  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40SZl84Lr7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40SZl84Lr7A


Match the shape 

Draw a line to join the matching shapes. One has been done for you! 

Challenge: Can you name the shapes?  

 



Pattern 

Look at the patterns below and say the shape names out 

loud. Draw the next shape in the pattern. 

 

 



Draw the next shape in the pattern on the sheet. 



 

 

 



 

 

Cut us out! 


