
King Solomon Academy – Primary English Curriculum Map 
 

KSA English Mission Statement 
 

For our school to provide a rigorous and transformational education, English must lie at the heart of the curriculum. 
 

Our English mission is to develop independent thinkers, critical readers, eloquent writers, and knowledgeable, empathetic citizens, who 
truly are able find success in further education and in their chosen paths. 

 
 

Thus, each unit of our curriculum is built upon pupils’ development in two strands:  
 
1. Skills, both procedural and conceptual 
2. Knowledge, both literary and contextual 
 
All writing skills and knowledge are revisited and built upon each year, forming a spiralised, interwoven curriculum from Nursery to Year 6.  
 

The fundamentals of each English unit: 

1. End of unit outcomes driven by engagement with high quality reading spine 

2. Unit focus on developing excellence in one form of writing through modelling, shared writing and development of independent writing 

3. Deliberate grammar practice (Do Now in structure of identify/insert/apply every lesson) 

4. Culture of feedback and development (self, peer and adult) 

5. Knowledge and skills complemented by the wider curriculum where appropriate   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nursery 

Discovery 

Reception 

My world 

Year 1 

Belonging 

Year 2 

Challenge 

Year 3 

Responsibility 

Year 4 

Courage 

Year 5 

Love and Hope 

Year 6 

Trust 

H
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What do we do at school Where do I belong?  

What could I be? 

Where do we belong? 

 

How should you behave when 
overcoming challenges? 

 

 

How can we each be responsible for 
the world we live in? 

Where do we get courage from? 

 

Are food and shelter more important than 
love for survival? 

 

Can you always trust what you see? 

 

 

Lama Lama Misses Mama 

Lulu’s First Day 

How do dinosaurs go to school 

We Belong Together by Todd Parr 

Alfie at Nursery School 

Maisy’s Wonderful Book of Weather 

A Brave Bear 

Family Book by Todd Parr 

Night Shift Daddy by Eileen Spinelli 

It’s A No Money Day by Kate Milner  

When I Grow Up I want to Be by Rosamund Lloyd 

So Much by Trish Cooke  

Around the Table that Grandad Built by Melanie Hill 

Tyrannosaurus Drip – Julia 
Donaldson and David Roberts  

How to Look After Your Dinosaur – 
Jason Cockcroft  

Harry and the bucket full of 
dinosaurs  

Dino Time  

The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch  

The Lighthouse keepers Cat 

The Tin Forest – Helen Ward and Wayne 
Anderson 

The Great Kapok Tree – Lynne Cherry 

The Firework Maker’s Daughter – Phillip 
Pullman 

Street Child – Berlie Doherty 

 

Skellig – David Almond 

Skills  Knowledge  Skills  Knowledge  Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge 

EExAT C&L:  

• Link actions and 
words to 
communicate 
immediate needs and 
wants  

• Link four/ five words 
together.  

• Start to talk about 
things in the past.  

• Use more 
vocabulary including 
descriptive language 
and words which 
explore form and 
function 

EExAT Literacy:  

•  Makes marks in 
different media using 
hands and mark- 
making tools 

•  Uses pincer grip in 
play to hold small 

objects 

EExAT SR:  

• Understands and 
accept that children 
come to school and 

parents go to work.  

• Can tolerate delay 
when needs are not 
immediately met and 
accept wishes may not 
always be met.  

 • Engage in self-
chosen play and are 
open and accessible to 
the learning 
environment. 

EExAt C&L:  

• In a range of 
situations, begins to 
offer their ideas and 

simple explanations.  

• Expresses 
themselves using 
extended language.  

• Draws on new 
vocabulary.  

• Begins to use 
connectives such as 
‘because’, ‘or’, ‘and’ 

EExAt Literacy:  

• Segments CVC 
words  

• Uses appropriate 
letters, that are 
recognisable to 
represent sounds in 
their writing 

• Independently 
chooses to write for 

different purposes 

• Articulates their 
thoughts through the 
spoken word.  

 

EExAT PP:  

• Talk about the similarities 
and differences between 
themselves and other 
families, their roles and 
routines. 

• Talk about similarities and 
differences between 
themselves, others, families 
and communities. 

• Talk about the lives of 
immediate people around 
them and their roles in the 

wider community. 

EExAT PCC:  

• Through discussions, 
explorations of books, 
songs, rhymes, role play 
have a growing awareness 
of their own uniqueness and 
differences of other 
families. 

 

• Use 
complete 
sentences in 
sequence 

•  Use past 
tense  

•  Use some 
simple time 

connectives 

•  Organise in 
sequence 

•  Opening to 
describe the 5W 

•  A middle 
section to 
expand opening 
and describe 

events in detail  

•  Use a 
conclusion to 
round it off, and 
show how it felt 

 

• Use complete 
sentences in 
sequence 

•  Use past tense 
consistently and 
correctly  

•  Use first person 
consistently: we, us 
for shared 
experiences; I, me 
for personal 
experiences 

•  Use a range of 
time connectives and 
conjunctions to 
sequence sentences 

•  Choose adjectives 
and similes to add 

detail and precision  

•  Add information 
using who/which 
clauses 

•  Organise in 
sequence 

•  Opening to 
describe the 5W 

•  A middle 
section to 
expand opening 
and describe 

events in detail  

• Use a 
conclusion to 
round it off, and 
show how it felt 

 

• Use short sentences 
to create tension and 
excitement, balance 
these with longer 
sentences containing 
detail.  
• Use adjectives and 
noun phrases 
• list of three 
• Similes 
• Adverbs 
• prepositions and 
prepositional phrases 

• Use 
unexpected 
detail as a 
‘hook’  
• Change the 
setting to 
create 
atmosphere.  

 

Building on Y1• 
3 work:  

•  Show what 
the character is 
like by what they 
say and do  

•  Use 
connectives to 

link paragraphs  

•  Stay in the 
same person  

•  Stay in the 
same (past) 

tense  

•  Open with 
either:  

• Start with a 
warning  

•  Start with 
dialogue  

•  Start with a 
question 

• Use simple 
speech to move 
the story 
forward 

•  Use 
connectives to 

link paragraphs  

•  Use increased 
range of 
adverbial 
openers 

•  Use sentences 
of three to show 
how the 
problem is 

solved 

•  Use dialogue 

•  Use dramatic 
starters  

•  Use • ly 
clauses as 
starters  

•  Use • ing 
clauses as 
starters  

• Describe the 
action using 
sentences of 
three 

• Use short 
sentences for 
impact and 
reaction 

 

 

Building on Y1• 3 
work:  

Opening  

• Use different types 
of opening sentences 
to start the story 

•  Bridge the opening 
and lead to the 
problem by moving 
characters to where 
the action is going to 
take place 

Problem 

• Experiment with 
introducing the 
problem:  

 • Change and then 
describe the setting, 
time of day or 
weather 

•  Describe what the 
character feels about 
the problem 

•  Explain what the 
implications of the 
problem are 

Resolution 

• Experiment with 
how the problem is 
resolved  

•  Describe what your 
characters does to 
resolve the problem 
and how they feel 
about it  

•  Describe what your 
character can see, 

touch, smell and hear 

Ending  

• Take the main 
characters home  

• Experiment with 

ways to end a story: 

• Include a comment 
on what has 
happened  

• Make a connection 
back to the beginning 
of the story  

• Show what your 
character has learned  

 •Use rhetorical 
questions  
• Use a range of 
strategies to develop 
sophistication in 
controlling dialogue.  
• add in subordination, 
extra details of 
description and action  
• Expanded noun phrases  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Setting description  
• Use short sentences to 
create tension and 
excitement – balance 
these with longer 
sentences containing 
detail.  
• Use figurative language 
to bring your setting to 
life:  
‐ Sounds – alliteration/ 
onomatopoeia  
‐ Images – similes, 
metaphors, 
personification.  
 

• Name your 
character for an 
effect  

• Describe 
appearance in a 
systematic way 

Start with their head 
and go down to 
toes, only describing 
the most significant 
features  

• Describe their 
personality by:  

• telling the reader 
how they behave 

• Contrast and 
compare with other 
characters 

 

 

 
 
 
Setting description  
• Use unexpected 
detail as a ‘hook’  
• Change the setting 
to create 
atmosphere.  
 

Building on Y1• 5 work:  

• Use controlled 
dialogue to move the 
story on  

•  Balance action, 
dialogue, and 
description  

•  Use a variety of 
sentences to create 
effect: short to 
describe action and 
suspense then longer 
to add details 

•  Use a sophisticated 
range of adverbials 

•  Use • ed clauses as 
starters  

•  Use And…, at the 
start of a sentence for 
a effect 

• Use questions and 
exclamations 

Building on Y1• 5 work:  

Opening  

•  Introduce the main 
character 

•  Intrigue and tease the 
reader – raise questions 
in their minds 

•  Hint that something 

might happen 

•  Create atmosphere 
by portraying the 
character, describing 
the setting or an event 

•  Bridge the opening 
and problem by getting 
your character to do an 
ordinary activity, not 
knowing that things 

might go wrong  

Problem 

• Use a great variety of 
methods to introduce 
the problem:  

• Shock the reader with 
a sudden surprise 

•  Suddenly change the 
mood  

• Suggest the 
character’s attitude 
towards the problem 

•  Hint at how the 
problem might be 
solved 

• Use ‘inside• outside’ 
strategy to show what 
the character is feeling 
and thinking  

Resolution 

• Introduce a twist 

• Show character’s 
reaction 

Ending  

•  Make your character 
comment on what has 
happened 

•  Link it back to the 
opening  

• Use a ‘new beginning’ 

•  Show how your 
character has changed 

A
 

Various child initiated outcomes for different purposes 
Diary Entry Diary entry Setting description 5- part story Setting and character descriptions 5- part story 

R L 
 

Read to Y4 Read to 5 Send to the author Read to Y1 Read to Y2 Read to Y3 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery 

Discovery 

Reception 

My world 

Year 1 

Belonging 

Year 2 

Challenge 

Year 3 

Responsibility 

Year 4 

Courage 

Year 5 

Love and Hope 

      Year 6 

Trust 

H
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What are feelings? What makes my family unique? What makes us feel at home? 

 

How do we overcome our fears? 

 

How are we responsible for our own 
actions? 

 

 

You have to be strong to be courageous. 

How far do you agree? 

Which is more powerful: love or hate? 

 

How do we convince others to 
trust us? 

 
 

Ruby’s Worry  
The Girl with the Parrot on her Head 
Happy by Miles Van Hout 
What Are Feelings by Todd Parr 
On Sudden Hill  
Secrets of Winter: Shine-a-light 
If You’re Happy and You Know It by Anna 
McQuinn 

We All Belong by Nathalie Goss 
The Christmas Story by Ian Beck 
Rama and Sita: Diwali 
Lighting a Lamp 
How To Catch A Star by Oliver Jeffers 
Biscuit Bear by Mini Grey 
8 candles to Light 
Festivals Around the World: Hanukkah 

Lost and Found – Oliver Jeffers  
Gruffalo’s Child 
Poles Apart 
The Lonely Penguin  
The Big Dark  
The Emperor’s Egg  

The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark- Jill 
Tomlinson  

The Hodgeheg – Dick King-Smith  

The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark -Jill 
Tomlinson  

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – Roald 
Dahl 

How To Train Your Dragon – Cressida Cowell A Wrinkle in Time – Madeline L’Engle Once – Morris Gleitzman 

Skills  Knowledge  Skills  Knowledge  Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge 

EExAT C&L:  

• Tell their 
own short 
story or 

anecdote  

• Make 
requests when 
choosing 
resources or 

activities  

EExAT 
Literacy:  

• Mark making 
shows 
variation is 
shape and 
form 

• Engage in 
mark making 

in their play 

EExAT SR:  

• Show more 
awareness of the 
feelings of others 

• Identify ‘signals’ 
which enable us to 
know how others 
may be feeling 

EExAT MS: 

• More aware of 
their own emotions 
and start to develop 
strategies to manage 
these. 

• Identify which zone 
they are feeling and 
label their feelings 
using vocabulary. “I 
am feeling…” 

• Identify and use 
some basic strategies 
to self regulate  

• Understand that it 
is okay to feel how 
we feel but hurting 
or being unkind is 
never ok. 

EExAt C&L:  

• In a range of 
situations, begins to 
offer their ideas and 

simple explanations.  

• Expresses 
themselves using 
extended language.  

• Draws on new 

vocabulary.  

• Begins to use 
connectives such as 
‘because’, ‘or’, ‘and’ 

EExAt Literacy:  

• Segments CVC words  

• Uses appropriate 
letters, that are 
recognisable to 
represent sounds in 

their writing 

• Independently 
chooses to write for 
different purposes 

• Articulates their 
thoughts through the 
spoken word.  

 

 

EExAT PCC:  

• Talk about festivals and 
celebrations that are marked 
within their own culture 
including birthdays, 
Halloween, Hanukkah, Diwali, 
Christmas, Bonfire Night 

• Explore some similarities 
and begin to recognise some 
differences in religious beliefs 
and cultural communities. 

• State some similarities and 
differences between different 
religious and cultural 

communities in England. 

•  Write in 
coherent 
sentences 

•  Use capital 
letters and full 
stops 

•  Use time 
connectives 

•  Use 
adverbial 
openers  

• Plan your story  

• Choose your main 
character 

•  Use language from 

traditional tales  

Opening 

• Introduce the main 
character by their 
name  

•  Bridge the opening 
and lead to the 
problem by getting 
your character to do 
something 

Problem 

•  Introduce the 
problem  

•  Describe the 
problem using simple 
adjectives and 
adverbials  

•  Explain why it is a 
problem  

Resolution 

•  show how the 
problem is sorted out 

Ending  

•  Explain what 
happens to the 
characters at You use 
connectives to make 
links within your 
paragraphs.  

the of the story  

• Use simple 
speech to move 
the story forward 

•  Use 
connectives to 
link paragraphs  

•  Use increased 
range of 
adverbial 

openers 

•  Use sentences 
of three to show 
how the problem 
is solved 

 

• Plan your story  

• Choose your main 
character 

•  Use a wider range 
of language from 
traditional tales  

Opening  

• Introduce the 
main character by 

their name  

•  Bridge the 
opening and lead to 
the problem by 
getting your 
character to do 
something 

Problem 

•  Introduce the 
problem  

•  Describe the 
problem using 
repetition  

•  Explain the 
problem  

Resolution 

• Describe how the 
problem is sorted 
out  

Ending  

• Describe what 
happens to the 
characters at the 
end  

• Say something 
about the story or 
the characters 

• Join sentences 
together for effect 
in description 

• Use connectives 

and conjunctions 

• Expand and 
group collections of 
adverbs for 
description e.g.  

• feelings 

• appearance 

• sound 

• Use pronouns 
effectively when 
describing a 
character.  

• Simple noun 
phrases  

• Use ‘sentences of 

3’  

 • Use commas in a 
list effectively.  

• Use comparatives 
and superlatives 

• Use 
subordination for 
effect  

• Varied sentence 

length for effect 

 

 

• Name your 
character for an 
effect  

• Describe 
appearance in a 
systematic way 

Start with their head 
and go down to 
toes, only describing 
the most significant 
features  

• Describe their 
personality by:  

• telling the reader 
how they behave, 
what they like and 
dislike 

 

Building on Y1/Y2 
work:  
• Use a more 
sophisticated range 
of generalisers and 
conjunctions:  
‐ generalisers  
‐ to add information  
‐ Showing cause 
and effect for 
emphasis.  
• Use correct 
punctuation: 
 • commas to mark 
clauses in sentences 
• commas for lists 
• colons and bullets 
for lists where 
appropriate  
• Use mostly 
present tense 
• 3rd person in 
formal style  
• Use complex 
sentences to 
combine 
information clearly 
and precisely 
• vary sentence 
style and length to 
keep the reader 
interested 

Building on Y1/Y2 
work:  
‐ A topic sentence to 
capture interest and 
define subject.  
‐ A reason and/or 
invitation to read on  
‐ More detailed 
definitions  
‐ A range of interesting 
facts and ideas about 
the topic in a 
sequence, which builds 
up information 
logically  
‐ A conclusion leaving 
an amazing, 
unexpected and 
memorable fact to 
leave the reader 
thinking.  
• Split into topic 
paragraphs 
• Collect and use 
specialised and 
technical vocabulary 
linked to the topic  
 

Building on Y1-4 work:  

• Use controlled 
dialogue to move the 
story on  

•  Balance action, 
dialogue, and 
description  

•  Use a variety of 
sentences to create 
effect: short to describe 
action and suspense 
then longer to add 
details 

•  Use a sophisticated 

range of adverbials 

•  Use • ed clauses as 
starters  

• Use questions and 
exclamations 

Building on Y1- 4 work:  

Opening  

•  Introduce the main 
character 

•  Intrigue and tease the 
reader  

•  Hint that something 
might happen 

•  Bridge the opening 
and problem by getting 
your character to do an 
ordinary activity, not 
knowing that things 
might go wrong  

Problem 

• Use a great variety of 
methods to introduce 
the problem:  

• Shock the reader with 

a sudden surprise 

•  Suddenly change the 
mood  

• Suggest the character’s 
attitude towards the 

problem 

Resolution 

• Introduce a twist 

• Show character’s 

reaction 

Ending  

•  Make your character 
comment on what has 
happened 

•  Show how your 
character has changed 

• Semi- colon, 
colon, dash 

• Ambitious 
vocabulary 

choices 

• Formality  

• Active voice 

• Passive voice 

• Subjunctive 

form  

• Cohesive 
devices within 
and across 
paragraphs 

 

• Your own address 
in the top right hand 
corner  
• Relevant date in 
words underneath 
• Recipient’s 
address on the left 
hand side 
• Dear (and name) 
or Sir/Madam or To 
whom it may 
concern, 
• Introduce yourself 
and purpose for 
writing formal tone.  
• Use a clear topic 
sentence to start 
each paragraph.  
• Develop each 
point and building 
on previous 
paragraphs.  
• Use a range of 
evidence to back up 
or develop each 
point 
• Link back to the 
bigger picture of the 
topic / question at 
the end of each 
paragraph. 

• Clear conclusion, 
linking back to the 
opening and main 
points 
• propose what the 
reader should do 
after having read 
this letter 
• thank the reader 
for their attention 
• sign off with sign 
and print your name 

A
 

Various child initiated outcomes for different purposes 

5-part story Story Character descriptions 

Persuasive leaflets 

Non- chronological reports Quest story informative letter 

R L Year to Year 4 Read to Year 5  Make chocolate Read to Year 1 Read to Year 2 Read to Year 3  



 

Nursery 

Discovery 

Reception 

My world 

Year 1 

Belonging 

Year 2 

Challenge 

Year 3 

Responsibility 

Year 4 

Courage 

Year 5 

Love and Hope 

          Year 6 

Trust 

H
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Who helps us? What is the world like? What makes an object special? 

 

 

How can failure be used to succeed? 

 

Who are we responsible for? 

 

Does being courageous make you a 
hero? 

 

How do our feelings shape our actions? 

 

Trust and expectations of others: are 
they interdependent? 

 

Emergency! By Margaret Mayo 
  I’m Afraid You’re Teddy Is in Trouble Today 
by Jancee Dunn 
Zeki Gets A Check Up by Anna McQuinn 
The Little Red Hen 
When I Grow Up I Want To Be by Rosamund 
Lloyd 
 Fire Truck is Flashing by Mandy Archer 

Maisy Goes to London by Lucy Cousins 
Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Brown 
The Great Race by Emily Hiles  
 Supp text: Lanterns and Firecrackers 
A Walk In London by Salvatore Ribbino 

The Runaway Flying Horse by Paul Jaques 
Pfister  
Traction Man  
Knuffle Bunny  
Major Glad, Major Dizzy  
The Velveteen Rabbit 
 

Rosie Revere, Engineer – Andrea Beaty and 
David Roberts  
 
Ada Twist, Scientist - Andrea Beaty and David 
Roberts 
Florence Nightingale -  Emma Fishal  
Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls by Elena 
Favilli  
 

Fantastic Mr. Fox – Roald Dahl Beowulf (Part 1 – Grendel)  
Michael Morpurgo Retelling 
 

The Lady of Shallot – Alfred Lord Tennyson 
The Highwayman – Alfred Lord Tennyson 

Clockwork – Phillip Pullman 

Skills  Knowledge  Skills  Knowledge  Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge 

EExAT C&L:  

• Describe events 
that have already 
happened (tense 
may not be 
accurate)  

• Make plans and 
describe them to 

others   

EExAT Literacy:  

• Recognise and 
write some letters 
from their name 

• Engage in making 
messages for others 
from their pictures, 
painting and in their 
play 

EExAT PP:  

• Draw on 
experiences from 
different sources to 
help with 
demonstrating an 
understanding that 
different people 
perform different 
roles in the 
immediate and 
wider community 

• Name some 
different roles that 
adults perform 
including people in 
their family and the 
wider community 

• Describe some of 
the actions people 
might do in their 
respective roles 

• Explain how these 
roles help or benefit 
humanity 

EExAt C&L:  

•  Express 
themselves using full 

sentences  

•  Express 
themselves using 
present and past 
tenses  

• Demonstrate a 
developing use of 
connectives  

• Develop their own 
narratives and 

explanations  

• Use more complex 
language structures  

•  Use new 
vocabulary 
accurately and in 
context  

EExAt Literacy:  

• Use their phonics 
knowledge to write 
words in ways which 
match their spoken 
sounds  

• Write some 
common irregular 

words  

• Write simple 
phrases and 
sentences which can 
be read by 
themselves or others  

• Spell some words 
correctly using 
appropriate 
strategies such as 
phonics or CEW  

 

EExAT PCC:   

• Draw on 
knowledge of their 
immediate 
environment 
referencing points of 
interest through 
different ways.   

• Have a developing 
awareness of life 
and identify that 
humans are the 
same because they 
all need shelter, 
food, social 
connection, clothing; 
however this may 
look different in 
different countries 
and communities. 

• Describe 
immediate 
environment using 
basic geographical 
vocabulary.  

• Explain similarities 
and differences 
between life in 
England and life in 
other countries. 

• Name and locate 
the UK on a world 

map or globe 

• Know that we live 
in a city called 
London 

• Join sentences 
together for effect in 
description.  

• Expand and group 
collections of 
adverbs for 
description e.g.  

• feelings 

• appearance 

• sound 

• Use pronouns 
effectively when 
describing a 

character.  

• Simple noun 
phrases  

• Use ‘sentences of 
3’  

 • Use commas in a 
list effectively.  

 

 

• Name your 
character for an 
effect  

• Describe 
appearance in a 
systematic way  

• Describe their 
personality by:  

• telling the reader 
how they behave, 
what they like and 
dislike 

 

- Time adverbials 
- Coordinating 

conjunctions: 
- Subordinating 

conjunctions:  
- Subordinating 

clause 
- Question 

sentence 
- Exclamation 

sentence 
- Statement 
- noun phrases:  
- Present tense 

including 
continuous 

- Past tense  
- Capital letter, full 

stop to 
demarcate 
sentences 

- Commas in a list 
- Apostrophe for 

singular 
possession  

- Noun phrase 
- Adjective 
- Adverb 
- Verb including 

imperative 
 

• Address 
Date 
Dear… 
• Introduce purpose 
for writing 
• Explain 
why recipient should 
do something 
 • use opinions to 
justify reasoning  
• link back to reason 
for writing 

 

• Capital letters and 
appropriate 
punctuation  

•  Third person (he, 
she, it, they) 

•  Past tense (simple 
and continuous past) 

•  Commas in a list  

Varied sentence 
length  

•  Noun phrases 

•  Use pronouns 
instead of character 

names for cohesion  

•  Effective verbs for 
impact  

•  Fronted adverbials 
with a comma  

• Ellipsis  

•  empty words 
(somewhere, 
something, no one) 

• Character in a 
lonely place  

• Character in the 

dark  

•  A scary sound 
effect  

• Character reaction 
n 

•  Three actions for 
impact  

• Capital letters and 
appropriate 
punctuation  

•  Second person 
(you, we) 

•  Present or present 
perfect tense  

•  Imperatives, direct 

form of address 

•  Informal language  

• Power of three  

• Exaggerations  

• Superlatives  

• Varied sentence 
length  

• Relative and 
subordinate clauses  

• Connectives  

• First word last 
sentences 

• The more, the 
more sentences 

Introduction  

• Express pleasure  

• Introduce reasons 

for writing  

• Urge to join  

Two• three 
paragraphs to 
elaborate  

• A punchy topic 
sentence  

•  Information to 
entice  

• Opinion  

Conclusion  

• Summarise key 
points  

• Emotive ‘call to 
arms’ 

 

• Capital letters and 
appropriate 
punctuation  

•  Second person 
(you, we) 

•  Present or present 
perfect tense  

•  Imperatives, direct 

form of address 

•  Informal language  

• Power of three  

• Exaggerations  

• Superlatives  

• Varied sentence 
length  

• Relative and 
subordinate clauses  

• Connectives  

• First word last 
sentences 

• The more, the 
more sentences 

Introduction  

• Express pleasure  

• Introduce reasons 

for writing  

• Urge to listen 

Two• three 
paragraphs to 
elaborate  

• A punchy topic 
sentence  

•  Information to 
entice  

• Opinion  

Conclusion  

• Summarise key 
points  

• Emotive ending 

 

• Colons after 
each speaker’s 
name 

• Brackets for 
stage directions 

• A range of 
punctuation for 
effect  

• Prepositional 
phrases  

• Expanded noun 
phrases  

• Adverbs  

• Varied sentence 
length  

• Consistently and 
logically varied 
tense  

• Consistently and 
logically varied 
person  

• Questions and 
exclamations 

• Title  

• Cast list 

• A short 
description of the 
setting  

• speaker names 
on the left  

• detailed 
dialogue without 
speech marks  

• Scenes to 
structure the 
playscript  

• Stage directions 
in brackets 
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Various child initiated outcomes for different purposes 
Character description Letter in role 

Alternative ending (suspense and 
action) 

persuasive speeches persuasive speeches (death penalty) Playscript 

R L Read to Year 4 Read to Year 5  Story telling in woodland garden Perform in assembly Perform in assembly Perform in assembly 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nursery 

Discovery 

Reception 

My world 

Year 1 

Belonging 

Year 2 

Challenge 

Year 3 

Responsibility 

Year 4 

Courage 

Year 5 

Love and Hope 

         Year 6 

Trust 

H
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How do we make things? What is life? (animals) What do fairy tales tell us 
about ‘belonging’? 

 

There is no such thing as 
100% good. Discuss. 

Power and responsibility: 

Do they mean the same thing? 

 

What makes us find the 
courage to take action? 

 

Can hope sustain us? 

 

 

Is a person of authority always 
trustworthy? 

 

 

Jabari Tries 
Three little pigs 
Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Let’s build a house by Mick Manning The House that 
Jack Built 

Hungry Caterpillar 
Tadpole’s Promise 
One day on our blue planet (NF) 
Surprising Sharks (NF) 
Yucky Worms (NF) 
Animals in Winter (NF) 

Little Red Riding Hood – Nosy Crow  
Into the Forest -  Anthony Browne  
Goldilocks and the Three Bears - 
Gavin Scot  
Hansel and Gretel  - Anthony Browne  
Little Red by Bethan Woollvin  
Little Red by David Roberts and Lynn 
Roberts 

Revolting Rhymes – Roald Dahl 
Cinderella  
Guess Who’s Coming for Dinner? Cathy 
Tincknell and John Kelly  
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs Jon 
Scieszka  
Little Red Riding Hood  
The Three Little Pigs  
The Wolf's Story: What Really Happened 
to Little Red Riding Hood Toby Forward + 
Izhar Cohen 

The Orchard Book of Roman Myths – 

Geraldine McCaughrean 

Oranges in No Man’s Land – Elizabeth 

Laird 

 

Ice Trap! -  Meredith Hooper and M. P. 

Robertson 
Floodland – Marcus Sedgwick 

Skills  Knowledge  Skills  Knowledge  Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge 

EExAT C&L:  

• Describe events 
that have already 
happened (tense 
may not be 
accurate)  

• Make plans and 
describe them to 
others   

EExAT Literacy:  

• Recognise and 
write some letters 
from their name 

• Engage in 
making messages 
for others from 
their pictures, 
painting and in 
their play 

EExAT U  

• Describe how they carried 
out an activity or made a 
model. 

EExAT Sp 

• Make plans and describes 

them to others 

EExAT CM  

• Demonstrate creativity and 
imagination, construct with a 
purpose in mind using a 
variety of resources to create 
models, props and simple 
stories. 

• Creations are used in 
independent play. 

• Design: plan, develop, 
model and communicate their 
ideas through talking and 
drawing. 

• Make: select from and use a 
range of tools and equipment 
to perform practical tasks [for 
example, cutting, shaping, 
joining and finishing] 

• Select from and use a wide 
range of materials and 
components, including 
construction materials, 
textiles and ingredients, 
according to their 
characteristics 

• Evaluate:  evaluate their 
ideas and products by saying 
what they liked and 
suggesting ideas for 
improvement 

EExAt C&L:  

•  Express 
themselves using full 
sentences  

•  Express 
themselves using 
present and past 
tenses  

• Demonstrate a 
developing use of 
connectives  

• Develop their own 
narratives and 
explanations  

• Use more complex 
language structures  

•  Use new 
vocabulary 
accurately and in 
context  

EExAt Literacy:  

• Use their phonics 
knowledge to write 
words in ways which 
match their spoken 

sounds  

• Write some 
common irregular 
words  

• Write simple 
phrases and 
sentences which can 
be read by 
themselves or others  

• Spell some words 
correctly using 
appropriate 
strategies such as 
phonics or CEW  

 

EExAT NW:   

• Drawing on practical 
experiences, books and 
personal observations, knows 
that living things live, grow and 
die.  

• Explore and compare the life 
cycles of two or more different 
types of animals 

• Independently make 
observations of the NW 
(animals) through comments 
or questions, drawing and 
taking photos 

• Understand the difference 
between a wild animal and 

one kept as a pet 

• Make observational drawings 
of animals 

• Identify and classify animals 
including fish, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds and mammals 

• Identify and name common 
animals that are carnivores, 
herbivores and omnivores 

• Understand that animals are 
alive because they:  respond to 
the environment; reproduce; 
grow; gain energy from food 

• Understand how to take care 
of animals taken from their 
local environment and the 
need to return them safely 
after study 

EExAT MS:  

• Understand that as living 
creatures there are important 
things we need to keep 
healthy.  Good health means 
sleep, exercise, nutrition, oral 

hygiene and relaxation 

•  Write in 
coherent 
sentences 

•  Use capital 
letters and 
full stops 

•  Use time 
connectives 

•  Use 
adverbial 
openers  

• Plan your story  

• Choose your main 
character 

•  Use language 
from traditional 
tales  

Opening 

• Introduce the 
main character by 
their name  

•  Bridge the 
opening and lead to 
the problem by 
getting your 
character to do 
something 

Problem 

•  Introduce the 
problem  

•  Describe the 
problem using 
simple adjectives 
and adverbials  

•  Explain why it is a 
problem  

Resolution 

•  show how the 
problem is sorted 
out 

Ending  

•  Explain what 
happens to the 
characters at the of 
the story  

• Use simple 
speech to move 
the story 
forward 

•  Use 
connectives to 

link paragraphs  

•  Use increased 
range of 
adverbial 
openers 

•  Use sentences 
of three to show 
how the problem 
is solved 

 

• Plan your story  

• Choose your main 
character 

•  Use a wider 
range of language 
from traditional 

tales  

Opening  

• Introduce the 
main character by 
their name  

•  Bridge the 
opening and lead to 
the problem by 
getting your 
character to do 

something 

Problem 

•  Introduce the 
problem  

•  Describe the 
problem using 
repetition  

•  Explain the 
problem  

Resolution 

• Describe how the 
problem is sorted 
out  

Ending  

• Describe what 
happens to the 
characters at the 
end  

• Say something 
about the story or 
the characters 

Building on Y1/Y2 
work:  
Link paragraphs 
appropriately with a 
range of connectives 
to steer readers 
through the sequence 
• Sequence events 
with connecting and 
conjunctions to:  
‐ Add information 
‐ Change direction 
‐ Conclude and 
summarise 
• Use past tenses verb 
appropriately  
• Use 3rd person  
‐ Long and short 
sentences:  
‐ Sentences with 
‘drop• in’ phrases and 
clauses  
‐ A variety of sentence 
openers 
‐ Questions and 
exclamations 
 

• Create well- 
crafted openings 
using complex 
sentences to 
capture reader’s 
attention  
• Opening to 
describe When? 
Who? What? 
Where?  
‐ A middle section 
to expand opening 
and describe 
events in detail 
• Organise text into 
paragraphs 
introduced with 
topic sentences  
• A conclusion to 
round it off, and 
show how it felt 
  

Use 
conjunctions 
to make links.  

• 1st person 
pronouns  

• 3rd person 

pronouns 

• Possessive 
pronouns 

• Time 
adverbials 

•  Apostrophe 
for possession 

•  Determiners 

• Common 
noun 

• Abstract 
noun 

• Expanded 
noun 

phrases  

• Paragraphs  

 

• Own address in 
the top right hand 
corner  
• Relevant date in 
words 
• The recipient’s 
address on the left 
hand side  
• Dear (and name) 
or Sir/Madam or To 
whom it may 
concern,  
• Introduce yourself 
and purpose for 
writing  
• Paragraphs 
arranged around a 
theme.  
• Use evidence to 
back up a point.  
• Link back to the 
opening and 
purpose for writing.  
• Thank the reader 
for their attention.  
• Sign off with Yours 
sincerely (if you 
know the recipient’s 
name) or Yours 
faithfully (if you 
don’t)  
• For a less formal 
letter, sign off with 
Kind Regards or Best 
Wishes 
• Sign and print your 
name at the end 

Building on Y1-4:  

• Vary between past 
tenses appropriately 
(simple past, 
continuous past, past 
perfect, past perfect 

continuous) 

• Incorporate direct and 
reported speech 
appropriately  

• Vary sentence 
structure, length and 
type:  

• Complex sentences to 
combine information 
effectively 

• Sentences with lists of 
three 

• Active and passive 
voices 

•  Varied sentence 

openers  

•  Questions and 
exclamations 

 

Building on Y1- 4:  

• Create diaries for 
a wide range of 
purposes with 
varying degrees of 
formality  

• Use diaries to 
explore alternative 
points of view 

• Use specific and 
technical 
vocabulary where 
appropriate  

 

• Expanding the 
range of 
connectives and 
generalisers  
‐ Use of 
provisional 
statements  
‐ To report 
objectively and 
use formality 
• Vary sentence 
structure, length 
and type  
‐ Complex 
sentences to 
combine 
information 
clearly and 
precisely  
‐ Sentences with 
lists of three  
‐ Active and 
passive voices  
‐ Conditional and 
hypothetical 
(if…then) 
sentences  
‐ Exclamatory 
sentences  
 

• Create well- 
crafted openings 
using complex 
sentences to capture 
reader’s attention  
• Opening to 
describe When? 
Who? What? 
Where?  
‐ A middle section to 
expand opening and 
describe events in 
detail 
‐ Opinions as well as 
facts  
‐ References to 
sources of evidence 
to add authority  
• Collect interesting 
nuggets of 
information to 
conclude texts and 
sustain the reader’s 
interest  
• Organise text into 
paragraphs 
introduced with 
topic sentences  
• A conclusion to 
round it off, and 
show how it felt 
‐ Technical 
vocabulary to add 
precision  
 

A
s
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Various child initiated outcomes for different purposes 

Description and 5 part story Story with a twist newspaper report (retelling myths) Formal argumentative/ persuasive 
letters 

Recount diaries newspaper report 

 Read to Year 3 Read to Year 5 Publish to read for each YG Perform to parents Read to Year 2 Publish to read for each YG 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nursery 

Discovery 

Reception 

My world 

Year 1 

Belonging 

Year 2 

Challenge 

Year 3 

Responsibility 

Year 4 

Courage 

Year 5 

Love and Hope 

          Year 6 

Trust 

H
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What is curiosity? What is life? (plants) How do we welcome someone into our 
community? 

 

 

What can we learn from a challenge in history? 

 

 

What does it mean to be responsible? 

 

What has fear got to do with 
bravery? 

Can love sustain us? How do we know who to trust – or who not to 
trust? 

A New Green Day 
Spring: Tap the Magic Tree by Christie Matheson 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
Gingerbread Man 
Britannica’s Big Book of Why 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle 
Oliver’s Vegetables or Eating the Alphabet 
NF: Trees by Lemniscates 
How did that get in my Lunch box? (NF) 

Stone Soup (Heather Forest Retelling) 
Seven Blind Mice 
The Princess and the Pea 
Smelly Louie 
Too Much Noise 
Five Minutes Peace 

Vlad and The Great Fire of London- Kate 
Cunningham  
The Story of the Great Fire of London-Jill Atkins  
The Great Fire of London- Liz Gogerly  
Toby and the Great Fire of London by Margaret 
Nash 

Charlotte’s Web – E. B. White Varjak Paw – S. F. Said Private Peaceful – Michael Morpurgo Stone Cold – Robert Swindells 

Skills  Knowledge  Skills  Knowledge  Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge 

EExAT C&L:  

• Sometimes use 
past, present and 
future tenses 
appropriately in 
speech  

• Ask questions 
about events that 
have happened or 
are to happen in the 
future 

 • Explore new 
vocabulary linked to 

events 

EExAT Literacy:  

• Use groups of 
letters or letter-like 
shapes when 
writing.  
• Some familiar 
letters are beginning 
to be formed 
correctly.  
• Ascribe meaning 
to the ‘other’ marks 
they make.  

EExAT NW  
• Respond to experiences 
and explorations of why 
things happen and how 
things work in the natural 
world. 
• Use technologies and 
books with support, to find 
out more about the world 
around them. 
EExAT PCC  
• Based on first hand 
experiences, is able to 
respond appropriately in 
discussions about the 
immediate environment 
and recent explorations. 

EExAt C&L:  

•  Recount 
experiences   

•  Imagine 
possibilities, often 
connect ideas  

• Use new 
vocabulary in 

imaginative ways to:  

• Add information  

• Express ideas  

• Explain and justify 
actions  

EExAt Literacy:  

• Spell phonetically 
regular words of 
more than one 
syllable  

• Spell phonetically 
many irregular, but 
high frequency 
words  

• Letter formation is 
legible and 
consistent  

• Use key features of 
narrative in their 
own writing to 
describe a familiar 
event or create a 
story  

 

EExAT MS:  
• Know the importance of a 
healthy diet.  
• Show an awareness and 
understanding of the effect of 
what they eat on the body 
• Drawing on practical 
experiences, books and 
personal observations, know 
that living things live, grow 
and die.  
• Independently make 
observations of the NW (plant 
growth) through comments or 
questions, drawing and taking 
photos 
• Compare and contrast 
different types of plants 
 
EExAT NW:  
• Make observational 
drawings of plants and 
observe closely using 
magnifying glasses 
• Name the parts of a plant 
including leaves, flowers 
(blossom), petal, fruit, roots, 
bulb, seed, trunk, branches, 
stem, deciduous, evergreen, 
names of specific flowers, 
• Explain (or hypothesise) why 
some things naturally occur 
• Talk about changes in the 
world around them including 
changes in immediate 
environment, plant growth 
and seasonal change.  
• Understand that plants are 
alive 
• Keep records of how plants 
have changed over time, for 
example, the leaves falling off 
trees and buds opening;  
grow beans or sunflowers 
 

‐ Sequential 
connectives  
‐ Short clear 
sentences  
‐ Imperative 
language  
• Extend range of 
connectives  
• Use a range of 
prepositions 
appropriately to 
indicate place, 
position and time  
• Use commas for 
lists,  
• bullet points, • 
new lines to frame 
the sequence  
• Keep sentences 
short = 
• Use adverbs and 
adjectives sparingly 
and only to add 
precision  
• Use comparatives 
and superlatives:  
• Use adjectives of 
degree:  
•  
 

‐ Title  
• Introductory 
sentence to explain 
purpose 
• Number steps 
• Use diagrams, 
arrows, pictures etc. 
alongside text, 
where it helps to 
make instructions 
clear. 

generalising and 
classifying words: all, 
most, many, some, a 
few, every, always, 
sometimes, never etc.  
• Use connectives to 
link and add 
information  
• Use complete 
simple and 
compound sentences 
• well• chosen 
adjectives to denote 
size, colour and 
behavior  
• Use prepositions 
where appropriate  
• Use correct 
sentence punctuation 
and, for an amazing 
fact, an exclamation 
mark!  
 
• Write in the present 
tense  
• 3rd person to give 
text an impersonal 
and objective voice  
 

An opening that 
introduces reader to 
the topic 

‐ A number of chunks 
of information about 
the topic 

Create clear topic 
sentences to 
introduce readers to 
the subject. These 
normally take the 
form of a definition: 

‐ A conclusion with an 

amazing fact 

Building on Y1/2 
work:  

• Use a range of 

connectives to:  

•  sequence 
events  

•  add 
information  

•  change 
direction 

•  conclude and 
summarise  

•  use past tenses 

appropriately  

(vary between 
simple past and 
continuous past)  

• Use sentences 
of different types 
and lengths for 
effect:  

•  A variety of 

sentence openers 

• Questions and 
exclamations 

 

Building on Y1/2 
work:  

•  Create 1st 
person recounts 
based on 
individual or 
shared 
experiences 

• Create well 
crafted openings 
to capture 
reader’s attention 

• Organise text 
into paragraphs 
introduced with 
topic sentences  

• Organise text 
into paragraphs 
that are 
sequential 

  

 

• Capital letters 
and appropriate 
punctuation  

•  Third person 
(he, she, it, they) 

•  Past tense 
(simple and 
continuous past) 

•  Commas in a 
list  

Varied sentence 
length  

•  Noun phrases 

•  Use pronouns 
instead of 
character names 
for cohesion  

•  Effective verbs 

for impact  

•  Fronted 
adverbials with a 
comma  

• Ellipsis  

•  empty words 
(somewhere, 
something, no 
one) 

• Introduce 
rhetorical 
questions 

• Character in a 
lonely place  

• Character in 

the dark  

•  Let the 
reader glimpse 
the threat 

•  A scary sound 

effect  

• Deliberately 
slow the action 
and increase 
tension  

• Character 
reaction  

•  Three actions 
for impact  

• Semi• colon, 
colon, dash 

• Ambitious 
vocabulary 
choices 

• Formality  

• Active voice 

• Passive voice 

• Subjunctive 
form  

• Cohesive 
devices within 
and across 

paragraphs 

 

• Your own address 
in the top right 
hand corner  
• Relevant date in 
words underneath 
• Recipient’s 
address on the left 
hand side 
• Dear (and name) 
or Sir/Madam or To 
whom it may 
concern, 
• Introduce 
yourself and 
purpose for writing 
formal tone.  
• Use a clear topic 
sentence to start 
each paragraph.  
• Develop each 
point and building 
on previous 
paragraphs.  
• Use a range of 
evidence to back 
up or develop each 
point 
• Link back to the 
bigger picture of 
the topic / question 
at the end of each 
paragraph. 

• Clear conclusion, 
linking back to the 
opening and main 
points 
• propose what the 
reader should do 
after having read 
this letter 
• thank the reader 
for their attention 
• sign off with 
Kindest regards, 
Love for informal 
letters  
• sign and print 
your name 

• Capital letters and 
appropriate punctuation  

•  Third person (he, she, 

it, they) 

•  Past tense (simple and 
continuous past) 

•  Commas in a list  

Varied sentence length  

•  Noun phrases 

•  Use pronouns instead 
of character names for 
cohesion  

•  Effective verbs for 

impact  

•  Fronted adverbials with 
a comma  

• Ellipsis  

•  empty words 
(somewhere, something, 
no one) 

• Introduce rhetorical 
questions 

•  Use short sentences to 
convey pace and dramatic 
impact  

• Use alliteration for 
sounds 

 

Setting description 

• Use short sentences to 
create tension and 
excitement – balance 
these with longer 
sentences containing 
detail.  
• Use figurative language 
to bring your setting to 
life:  
‐ Sounds – alliteration/ 
onomatopoeia  
‐ Images – similes, 
metaphors, 
personification.  
 

•  Lull the reader 
into a false sense 
of security  

• Character in a 
lonely place  

• Character in the 
dark  

•  Let the reader 

glimpse the threat 

•  Use senses 

•  Show the 
character’s 
reaction through 
their words and 
actions  

• Deliberately 
slow the action 
and increase 

tension  

• Character 
reaction  

•  Three actions 

for impact 

 

 

 

 

 

Setting 
description  
• Use unexpected 
detail as a ‘hook’  
• Change the 
setting to create 
atmosphere.  
 

A
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Various child initiated outcomes for different purposes 

Instructions Non-chronological report Diary entry Alternative ending (suspense and 
action) 

Series of letters setting description  

alternative ending 

R L Publish to share with parents Publish to share with parents Read to Nursery  Read and act out in assembly Send to Year 2 to read Read alternative endings to one another 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nursery 

Discovery 

Reception 

My world 

Year 1 

Belonging 

Year 2 

Challenge 

Year 3 

Responsibility 

Year 4 

Courage 

Year 5 

Love and Hope 

          Year 6 

Trust 

H
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What is it like to live in…? How can I save the world? What makes a community special? 

 

How can good overcome evil? Should we be responsible for people we 
don’t know? 

What does it mean to be courageous? Why are love and hope important? What is trust? 

Rosie’s Walk by Pat Hutchins 
The Enormous Turnip 
Walking Through the Jungle 
Once Upon a Jungle by Laura Knowles 
One Day On Our Blue Planet (Artic) 
The Way Home for Wolf (Artic PoR) 

Window by Jeannie Baker 
10 Things I Can Do To Save My Planet (NF) 
A Planet Full of Plastic by Neal Layton 
The Lorax Dr Seuss 
The Tree by Neal Layton 
Tidy by Emily Gravett 
The Great Paper Caper by Oliver Jeffers 

A Bear called Paddington – Michael Bond 
Grandad’s Secret giant – David Litchfield  
Hug me -Simona Ciraola 
Mia's Story - Michael Foreman 
The Snail and the Whale – Julia Donaldson  
The Bear and the Piano -David Litchfield 
 

The Magic Paintbrush – Julia Donaldson 
(China)  
Lila and the Secret of Rain – David Conway 
(Africa)  
A Fistful of Pearls and other Tales from Iraq -
Elizabeth Laird 
Yasmin’s Hammer -Ann Malaspina 
(Bangladesh) 
Once There Was a Story: Tales from Around 
the World – Jane Yolen 
 

Stig of the Dump – Clive King The London Eye Mystery – Siobhan Dowd Who Let the Gods Out? – Maz Evans Iqbal – Francesco D’Adamo 

Skills  Knowledge  Skills  Knowledge  Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge 

EExAT C&L:  

• Sometimes use 
past, present and 
future tenses 
appropriately in 

speech  

• Ask questions 
about events that 
have happened or 
are to happen in the 

future 

 • Explore new 
vocabulary linked to 
events 

EExAT Literacy:  

• Use groups of 
letters or letter-like 
shapes when 
writing.  
• Some familiar 
letters are beginning 
to be formed 
correctly.  
• Ascribe meaning to 
the ‘other’ marks 
they make. 

EExAT NW  

• Look closely at 
similarities, 
differences, patterns 
and change in own 
environment and 
that of others.  

• Compare a city 
(London) to a farm; 
beach; port / 
harbour; 
jungle/rainforest 

• Compare and 
contrast 
environments by 
physical and human 
features; animal life; 
vegetation; weather. 

EExAt C&L:  

•  Recount 
experiences   

•  Imagine 
possibilities, often 

connect ideas  

• Use new 
vocabulary in 
imaginative ways to:  

• Add information  

• Express ideas  

• Explain and justify 
actions  

EExAt Literacy:  

• Spell phonetically 
regular words of 
more than one 
syllable  

• Spell phonetically 
many irregular, but 
high frequency 
words  

• Letter formation is 
legible and 

consistent  

• Use key features of 
narrative in their 
own writing to 
describe a familiar 
event or create a 
story  

 

EExAT NW  

• Demonstrate a 
developing 
knowledge of 
diverse ecology from 
the wider 
community eg 
country parks and 
larger towns 

• Know that the 
environment and 
living things are 
influenced by human 
activity 

• Describe some 
actions which people 
in their own 
community do to 
maintain the area 

they live in. 

• Find out about and 
uses a range of 
technology to 
support their 

understandings 

•  Write in coherent 
sentences 

•  Use capital letters 
and full stops 

•  Use time 

connectives 

•  Use adverbial 
openers  

• Plan your story  

• Choose your main 
character 

•  Use language from 
traditional tales  

Opening 

• Introduce the main 
character by their 
name  

•  Bridge the 
opening and lead to 
the problem by 
getting your 
character to do 
something 

Problem 

•  Introduce the 
problem  

•  Describe the 
problem using 
simple adjectives 
and adverbials  

•  Explain why it is a 
problem  

Resolution 

•  show how the 
problem is sorted 
out 

Ending  

•  Explain what 
happens to the 
characters at the of 
the story  

• Use simple speech 
to move the story 
forward 

•  Use connectives 
to link paragraphs  

•  Use increased 
range of adverbial 
openers 

•  Use sentences of 
three to show how 
the problem is 
solved 

 

• Plan your story  

• Choose your main 
character 

•  Use a wider range 
of language from 

traditional tales  

Opening  

• Introduce the main 
character by their 
name  

•  Bridge the 
opening and lead to 
the problem by 
getting your 
character to do 

something 

Problem 

•  Introduce the 
problem  

•  Describe the 
problem using 
repetition  

•  Explain the 
problem  

Resolution 

• Describe how the 
problem is sorted 
out  

Ending  

• Describe what 
happens to the 
characters at the 
end  

• Say something 
about the story or 
the characters 

Building on Y1/2 
work:  

•  Show what the 
character is like by 
what they say and 

do  

•  Use connectives 
to link paragraphs  

•  Stay in the same 
person  

•  Stay in the same 
(past) tense  

•  Open with either:  

• Start with a 
warning  

•  Start with a 
question 

•  Use connectives 
to link paragraphs  

•  Use increased 
range of adverbial 
openers 

•  Use sentences of 
three to show how 
the problem is 
solved 

•  Use dialogue 

•  Use dramatic 
starters  

• Describe the action 
using sentences of 
three 

• Use short 
sentences for impact 

and reaction 

 

 

Building on Y1/2 
work:  

Opening  

• Use different types 
of opening 
sentences to start 
the story 

•  Bridge the 
opening and lead to 
the problem by 
moving characters to 
where the action is 
going to take place 

Problem 

• Experiment with 
introducing the 
problem:  

 • Change and then 
describe the setting, 
time of day or 
weather 

•  Describe what the 
character feels 
about the problem 

•  Explain what the 
implications of the 
problem are 

Resolution 

• Experiment with 
how the problem is 
resolved  

•  Describe what 
your characters does 
to resolve the 
problem and how 
they feel about it  

•  Describe what 
your character can 
see, touch, smell and 

hear 

Ending  

• Take the main 
characters home  

• Experiment with 
ways to end a story: 

• Include a comment 
on what has 
happened  

• Make a connection 
back to the 
beginning of the 
story  

• Show what your 
character has 
learned  

 

Building on Y1- 3 
work:  

• Use a range of 
connectives to:  

•  sequence events  

•  add information  

•  change direction 

•  conclude and 
summarise  

•  use past tenses 

appropriately  

(vary between 
simple past, 
continuous past, 
past perfect)  

• Use sentences of 
different types and 
lengths::  

•  A variety of 

sentence openers 

•  long and short 
sentences  

• sentences with 
‘drop• in’ phrases 

and clauses 

• Questions and 
exclamations 

Building on Y1- 3 
work:  

•  Create 1st person 
recounts based on 
individual or shared 
experiences, show 
how you feel – your 
emotions and 
attitudes by 
describing settings, 
people, objects so 
the reader can 
imagine through 
their eyes 

• Create well crafted 
openings to capture 
reader’s attention 

• Organise text into 
paragraphs 
introduced with 
topic sentences  

• Organise text into 
paragraphs that are 
sequential 

  

 

• Colons after each 
speaker’s name 

• Brackets for stage 
directions 

• A range of 
punctuation for 
effect  

• Prepositional 
phrases  

• Expanded noun 

phrases  

• Adverbs  

• Varied sentence 
length  

• Consistently and 

logically varied tense  

• Consistently and 
logically varied 
person  

• Questions and 
exclamations 

• Title  

• Cast list 

• A short description 
of the setting  

• speaker names on 

the left  

• detailed dialogue 
without speech 
marks  

• Scenes to structure 

the playscript  

• Stage directions in 
brackets 

 

 

Building on Y1-5:  

• Vary between past 
tenses appropriately 
(simple past, 
continuous past, 
past perfect, past 
perfect continuous) 

• Incorporate direct 
and reported speech 
appropriately  

• Vary sentence 
structure, length and 
type:  

• Complex sentences 
to combine 
information 
effectively 

• Sentences with 
lists of three 

• Active and passive 
voices 

•  Varied sentence 
openers  

•  Questions and 

exclamations 

• Conditional and 
hypothetical 
sentences 

 

Building on Y1-5:  

• Create diaries for a 
wide range of 
purposes with 
varying degrees of 

formality  

• Use diaries to 
explore alternative 
points of view 

• Use specific and 
technical vocabulary 
where appropriate  

 

A
s

se ss m e
n t 

Various child initiated outcomes for different purposes 

Adventure story 5 -part story – defeating a monster 5 part story Diary entry Play script Diary entries 

 

R
 

L Read to Year 4 Read to Nursery  Read to Year 6 Read to Year 1 Perform in assembly  Read to Year 3 

 



Purpose and text type map At King Solomon Academy, we use 4 main writing purposes across KS1 and KS2: Writing to entertain; to inform; to persuade; and to discuss. The rationale behind this is to teach our pupils to focus on what different ‘genres’ or ‘text types’ have in 
common instead of teaching ‘genres’ or ‘text types’ in isolation.  

 Writing to entertain Writing to inform Writing to persuade Writing to discuss 

EYFS Narratives  
Treasury tag book 
Captions 
Posters 
Mini stapled books 
Jokes 
Poetry  
Folded books 
Cards 
Rhymes 
Big books 
Songs 
Flap books 

Shopping lists  
Food orders 
Prescriptions 
Letters  
Diaries 
Signs 
Registers 
Menu 
Leaflets 
Recipes 
Packing lists 
Instructions 
Maps 

Party lists 
Notes 
Passport 
Driving licenses  
Shape writing frame 
Bills 
Post-it notes 
Order forms 
Invitations 
Timetable 
Phone text messages 
Labels 
Calendars 

Advertisements  
 

 

Year 1&2 Stories Letters 
Instructions 
Non- chronological reports 

 Critical essays 

Year 3&4 Stories 
Suspense writing (alternative ending) 

Letters 
Diaries 
Non-chronological reports 
Newspaper reports 

Persuasive speeches  
Persuasive leaflets  
Persuasive letters 

Critical essays 

Year 5&6 Stories 
Suspense writing  
Playscripts 

Non-chronological reports 
Letters 
Diaries  
Newspaper reports 

Persuasive letters 
Speeches 

Critical essays 

 

Key 

Stories Diaries 
 

Letters Playscripts Non-chronological reports and 
Instructions 

Character or setting descriptions Persuasive writing Newspaper reports 

 

 

 


