Tuesday 14th January 2020
Parent Council: Parent Consultation Committee
MINUTES
Present:

Max Haimendorf (Chair), Arwa, Aysha, Gabriel, Adam, Liliana, Maha, Louise, Josephine,
Fatimah, Elodie, Dominico, Hayley, Gigi

Apologies:

Eman Muradi

Minutes:

Shaheen Riaz

Topic and Discussion points
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School actions

Review of Minutes

Child absences reporting
Mr Haimendorf informed the committee the difficulties around the parent voicemail and this had
brought up the previously discussed idea of moving parents to report online if their child is
absent. Some messages (from English and non-English speaking parents) are really unclear
which take up a lot of admin time checking the voicemail and often lead to a further phone call
being made.
Parents agreed with increasing the use of the form, and removing the ability to leave a
message, but raised the issue of parents whereby English is not their first language and the
difficulties. Solutions suggested:
1234-

School to explore
the idea of having a
number listed drop
down selection of
reasons within the
form and prepare a
plan

Training on how to do this as part of Home Learning Workshops / other times
Lots of warning about the change
A drop-down list so they didn’t need to type in the details of their child’s absence
Translation of how to do it in Bengali and Arabic

The committee were overall in agreeance with the new procedure and that they will be willing
to help parents whereby English is their second language.
Ramp steps at YYS update
The Premises Manager has got a quote from the company to make the steps less slippery, it is
clear what needs to be done. This will be actioned as a priority.
Key Dates on the Calendar
It is not clear what assemblies parents can attend. In response to this, Mr Haimendorf said the
hall at YYS didn’t have lots of space and therefore the school need be careful about numbers.
The school agreed to make assemblies that parents are invited to clear on the key dates part of
the website.
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Assemblies where
parents are invited
to made clear in the
Key Dates section

School Consultation items
Update on building works
Westminster officers have approved and signed off the nursery plans. The planning committee
is scheduled next week.
At YYS, Nursery will be built between Spring and Autumn, this is still the expectation.
At OYS, the planning approval has been granted, we are just waiting for a building company to

MHA to keep
parents updated re
the building works

be assigned to the works.
Keeping our pupils safe in the local area – taking forward our ideas of parent
engagement/volunteers and other ideas
In September/October there were some concerns regarding the safety of our pupils. There
have not been the same number of significant events in November or December as there were
previously.
There is a rota at the OYS for Senior Staff who are assigned duties before and after school,
including patrolling the local area. Unfortunately, the local schools officer has been unwell, the
school is pushing to increase her presence.
Parent involvement - Mr Haimendorf discussed the idea of parent volunteers being available
with clear identification around the community at the start and end of the day. In response to
this, parents said this could be difficult as parents have their own children to care for. Another
concern is that there will be a lack of respect towards parents, compared to the level of respect
a teacher would get, being employed at the school. However, parents believe that this respect
could be built up over time. It might be better to target parents with secondary aged children,
who do not have younger children to care for.

Mr Haimendorf to
talk with ELT re the
possibility of parent
volunteers

Mobile Phone Ban - This change has been very effective in reducing the amount of issues
and troubles before and after school.
Speeding Cars - Cars are driving too fast down Bell Street. Parents said the speed signs that
flash up the speed as they’re driving which would be effective, if installed.
Entrance on Bell Street - Mr Haimendorf informed the committee that Westminster Council
will be installing a guard rail. This will ensure that large amounts of pupils can be dismissed
from Bell Street, should we choose too. We would need to ensure any speed reduction
measures were also in place.

Ms Woolf to get in
touch with
Westminster
Council to see if
they can install
speed feedback
signs on Penfold
Street/ and on Bell
street

PSHE curriculum / messaging / communication
Parents are happy with the clear communication they have received re PSHE curriculum
yesterday. Adam reported that parents feel better about the curriculum when they see a sense
of community as they feel comfortable they can confide in each other as this is the culture of
the local community. It was agreed that the level of communication about PSHE was good and
should be continued. The key is bringing parents together, creating a sense of community
assuring them that what is being taught is appropriate.
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Parent Raised items
Primary curriculum
Mr Haimendorf reported that the work over the last couple years is to make sure the curriculum
makes sense all the way through. Feedback was received recently that the curriculum is so
much better than what it used to be and that the education in primary is linked to what pupils
are going to learn in secondary, the education is joined up.

French - The focus of the curriculum and how this is organised; for example French, in most
primary schools pupils leave year 6 not knowing much French. KSA tried to teach from year 3
but there was difficulty with year 3 and 4 having short period of French with secondary trained
French teachers. The other issue was that the key staff who can teach this are at OYS and
moving between sites takes time. Therefore, the curriculum was changed to focus on French
being taught well in years 5 and 6. Parents felt that this needed to have been made clearer.
They also discussed that it is much easier for children to learn a new language at a younger
age, this could have been thought about. Younger children could learn the basics like hello,
how are you and by singing lots of French songs. Parents highlighted how they feel that their
children learning French is important, even if it is just half an hour a week and then increase

Mr Haimendorf, Ms
Deeks and Ms

the time taught gradually.
Josephine [mum of Denzil’s in secondary] learnt French from young age at KSA and is now
strong at French. Mr Haimendorf reminded parents that adding something means stopping
something else and we would need to think this through carefully.

Humphreys to
review MFL KS2
curriculum

Music
Mr Haimendorf spoke to the committee about the strings programme starting in Year 4. Every
year the strings programme is run it is more expensive. A year 2 or 3 child is not going to enjoy
a string instrument unless they have high staff ratios (which are expensive) There is not a
budget to start strings before Year 4. Pupils enjoy learning a string instrument from year 4.
This is a positive experience as children will start learning the string instrument before they
transition to year 5 at the OYS.
Before Year 4, most children have one session with a music specialist and this is based around
musicianship (learning different instruments) and singing. Parents be asked that this be
shared more widely.

Curriculum Pages - Website
Looking online the curriculum pages need to be updated and more in-depth. Parents want
more information, each term, greater details Art, Science and Humanities a list of what will be
scheduled / taught. They want to be able to know what their child is learning so they can
support them in advance.
Although a parent said that it was hard to see the books read in Primary, this information is
available at https://kingsolomonacademy.org/curriculum/curriculum-subjects/english

SENCO
Mr Haimendorf informed the committee about the role. This is a named role of a named
person who is in charge. In Primary the previous SENCO moved to a new role outside of the
school. In the interim Ms Deeks has been the SENCO as the Head of School at the YYS, this
is while the role is being recruited for which will now the Head of Inclusion / SENCO. A group
have been shortlisted and will be interviewed over the next two weeks.
Ms Swindells has been appointed as Deputy SENCO. She will still be one of the year 4
teachers but she will have some time in her week when she will help with Special Education
Needs. In the meantime, SEN matters go to the following members of staff
Secondary - Ms Idowu
Years 5 & 6 - Ms Humphreys
Younger Years Site- Ms Deeks
West London Zone and Place2Be services will still be running in the school.
AOB
e-communication
A parent raised that we need to improve electronic communication. Mr Haimendorf explained
that Ark Schools run the schools communication systems so we need to ensure that any
solution is supported. The recommended solution from Ark is a company called GroupCall
which is a software that talks to our current existing systems.
The challenge is the transition - all parents need to download the app to receive push
notifications from the school.
Before telling parents to download the app, the school wants to check this is the very best
solution. This project is being led by the Head of Operations Ms Woolf.
The committee responded positively about the change in e-communication and would be
willing to download an app which provided them with push notifications.

MHA/ELT discuss
curriculum and
what needs to be
updated on the
website.
SRI to update the
website once the
information has
been sent.

Google classroom
A parent fedback how useful this app is, this is the life of the pupil in school. Saving paper,
everything about their child is in one place, homework, progress, work etc.
In response to this, Mr Haimendorf informed that there are some classes that are using this
higher up in the school, this is not implemented all through the school.
The school would consider this more widely but must ensure
1. IT can provide the support required for this software
2. The software talks to the systems we already have
A parent raised GDPR concerns with google. The school to check with Ark Schools about this.
Parent Pay
Parents to be communicated about the dinner money change from £2.50 before to £2.00,
parents are concerned.
Every day Monday – Friday the system is saying ‘no meal’ to parents as if to say there is no
lunch, this needs to be looked into.

Ms Woolf to
communicate to
parents about the
payments and look

Extended Learning
The deadline for extended learning payments was December 2019, the majority have paid.
Letters have been sent to parents who have not paid. Long term if the school doesn’t get
these contributions it cannot run these trips.

at the way Parent
Pay is set up.

In regard to individual families, the following options have been communicated
1. If you haven’t paid then your child cannot come on the trip (the school doesn’t want to
go down this route as it would exclude pupils from life changing experiences)
2. If there are any paid clubs you should pay for the extended learning before you start
paying for clubs
There was a concern raised about the cost of the trips. In response, Mr Haimendorf said each
year group has a clear budget and list of trips which has been sent to parents. In Years 1-4
FSM contribute £20 towards trips and non FSM contribute £35 at a total budget of £50 for each
child. Last year APG did not go on the same standard of educational trips and were not asked
to contribute in the same way. The school are not trying to make any money – rather trying to
arrange extra stuff educational activities at a cost of £50 a pupil and asking for a contribution to
this.
From parent feedback it seems that Year 4 and Nursery parents would benefit from additional
information about the trips so they understand the costs.
It was pointed out that although museum visits may appear free within the trip there would be
paid workshops included. Mr Haimendorf agreed that it needs to be clear at the beginning of
the year re trips. Year 11 trips situation will be communicated to parents shortly.

Further
communication to

Reminders

Year 11, Year 4

•

Parent Careers Consultation event on Friday 17th January 8.45am

and Nursery

•

The next Parent Consultation Committee is scheduled Tuesday 3rd March

parents

•

The next Fundraising and Events Committee is scheduled Wednesday 22nd January

