
The MFL Team:

• Mr Navarro (Head of Department – KS3 French/KS4/5 Spanish)

• Miss East (2 i/c – KS4/5 French)

• Mr Stinton (KS2/3/4 - French/Spanish)

• Mx Sakakini (KS2/3/4/5 – French)

• Miss Webster (KS3 French).

Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) Department at KSA
Coffee morning



Currently we begin the languages curriculum in year 5 (French) and as such we 
are able to map a single coherent path from year 5 to year 13. The focus of one 

language means that we can show mastery in French which we can develop into 
the learner.

In Years 5 / 6, the children are exposed to songs and games to develop their French 
knowledge. They also explore the patterns and sounds of the language and show 

they understood by responding and joining in collectively through choral repetition.

During lessons the children looked at the phonemes that make up the new 
vocabulary of the lesson. They were able to see how sounds that were familiar to 
them in English were pronounced differently in French and how the addition of an 

accent changed the sound of a letter.

In Year 10, students can opt to study Spanish to GCSE.

Why we start to teach French at Year 5.



Our vision statement

oWe believe that language learning goes much deeper than the language itself. All 
year groups are not only exposed to the target language but also to the culture, 
history, literature and politics that surround the language itself. 

oWe provide a deep understanding of another language to improve pupils’ native 
tongue, communication, empathy and understanding skills.

oThe MFL department is committed to broadening pupils’ understanding of the 
world and developing strong, long-life linguistic skills. Along with learning new 
topics, we give pupils plenty of opportunity to practice and therefore remember 
key vocabulary. 

oThis is the first step towards becoming independent as a language learner and 
therefore creative with the target language.

oWe also develop any Community Languages that students might be exposed to 
and, if ability allows, push towards a GCSE in this as an extra qualification.



The national picture

oFrench, German and Spanish account for 90% of pupils studying MFL.

oThe historical dominance of French as the first MFL, has been a constant feature. 
In 1980 the ratio of French to German to Spanish at age 16 was 15:3.5:1. 
following various shifts in government policy the ratio in 2016 was 2.8:1.8:1.

oThere is still a gender bias in MFL with girls at KS4 studying MFL is 56%.

oTake-up off MFL in KS4 has picked up following the introduction of the so-called 
English Baccalaurate (Ebacc), a school performance measure covering core 
academic subjects. MFL is one of the subjects specified, alongside English, 
Maths, History/Geography and Science.

oThe expectation is now that the vast majority of pupils will study the EBacc.



MFL provision at KSA

oYears 5 / 6: 3 lessons x 30 minutes.

oYears 7 / 8: 3 lessons x 55 minutes.

oYear 9: 2 lessons x 55 minutes.

oYears 10 / 11: 3 x 55 minutes.

oYears 12 / 13: 5 lessons x 55 minutes.

oAll our MFL teachers have their qualifications in languages and have spent 
considerable time abroad studying, living and working in their target language 
country.

oStudents are assessed at checkpoints throughout the academic year. There is a re-
teach lesson where teachers re-visit content that pupils have not mastered. This 
ensures that pupils are given every possible opportunity to get things right and 
correct any misconceptions that might have arisen. 

oMFL week (September) ties in with European Day of Languages.



MFL week at KSA.

oPrimary school (sample 
lessons).

oMiddle / Upper school 
(lesson on the importance 
of languages).



Q – Quand?

Pendant les 
vacances…
Le weekend 

dernier …
Samedi dernier…
Dimanche 
dernier…
Hier…

Avant-hier…

O – Où?

je suis allé(e) 
en ville….

Q – Qui?

avec …
…mon frère
…mon copain

…ma sœur
…ma famille
…ma copine
…mes parents
…mes amis

…mes grands 
parents

Q – Quoi?

J’ai joué …
J’ai régardé…
J’ai acheté…

J’ai mangé…
J’ai écouté de la musique
J’ai discuté avec…
J’ai retrouvé mon../ma…
J’ai bu…

Je suis allé(e)…
…à la plage
…au centre commercial

C – Comment?

C’était …
super
incroyable
génial
fantastique

intéressant
divertissant
marrant
ennuyeux
effrayant

nul

Écrivez un e-mail (entre 30/35 mots) à un copain/une copine. Eg: 

Ext: Use connectives and sequencers to develop your writing task. 

Pendant les vacances, je suis allé en ville avec ma copine. J’ai mangé un sandwich. 
C’était super.

Example of how we support a KSA learner.



oQuestions?

Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) Department at KSA
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