
 

 

INFANT AND JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  

Friday 5th May 2017 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We began our week learning about the impending 
General Election. This term's PSHE focus on 
Citizenship has set us thinking about how to be a 
good member of society. Voting is a hugely 
important part of that. We learnt about registering 
to vote, getting a polling card, going to the polling 
station and completing the ballot papers.  
 
Meanwhile upstairs in Upper School and Sixth Form, 
candidates for Head Boy and Head Girl were 
campaigning for votes from teachers and students. 
We are delighted to announce that Rashma Rahman 
and Thaer Saada have been appointed Head Girl and 
Head Boy with Sarrina Pianka and Hani Hamoud as 
their deputies. They'll be introducing themselves to 
Infants and Juniors in assembly on Monday morning.  
 
This week's newsletter has an extra article attached 
about the value of reading from our consultant, 
Cathy Hunter. It's certainly an interesting read! 
 
KS2 SATS begin on Monday 
Year 6 have been working extremely hard since they 
first arrived, most of them in Nursery or Reception. 
We are looking forward to supporting them in 
showing off their reading and maths skills in their 
assessments next week. Test prep begins every day at 
9am so it is vital that all year 6 pupils are in school 
from 8.20 - we ask parents to make every extra effort 
to ensure pupils are not late, have eaten a good 
breakfast and have had a calm morning and journey to 
school. In the meantime, Year 6 pupils should do 
plenty of reading over the weekend and take the 
opportunity to keep practicing some key maths skills 
whilst also eating well, doing some exercise and 
getting plenty of sleep! 
 
Fidget Spinners 
We've seen a number of pupils 
bringing toys to school called fidget 
spinners. Like any other toys, pupils 
are not allowed to bring them into 
school and they are certainly not allowed in lessons. 
Please make sure they stay in your homes to play with 
there. Thanks for your support.  

 
 
 
 

Summer Festival on Friday 12th May 
We were delighted with how well our first Winter 
Festival went and look forward to an even better 
Summer one! It was certainly a highlight of my week 
to hear the whole of Year 3 singing, accompanied by 
the whole of Year 9 orchestra - it's going to be 
magical! We look forward to welcoming you to the 
following events: 
 
2:30pm – All infants perform, sharing their work on 
folk song; accompanied by our resident folk band! 
(Pupils will be finished in time for dismissal at 4pm)  
4:30pm – An informal chamber music recital of 
soloists and small ensembles in the DDS, hosted by Ms 
Hicks (Invite only for pupils) 
6:00pm – Ensemble Showcase, featuring a number of 
ensembles from across the school, in The Main Hall. 
 
Parent coffee mornings 
We continue to want to welcome as many parents as 
possible into the school on a Friday morning. Over the 
Summer term, we have scheduled a different 
discussion topic for each week. We would be 
delighted to see you there! 8.30-9.30am in the North 
Building Hall. Next week’s topic is Special Educational 
Needs at KSA led by Mr. Rimmer. 
 

Wk Date Event 

4 Mon – 
Thurs 

Year 6 KS2 SATS: 
Monday: English reading 

Tuesday: English grammar, punctuation and 
spelling 

Weds: maths 1 and maths 2 
Thurs: maths 3 

4 Fri 12th 
May 

Summer Festival 
 

5 18th -
19th 
May 

Year 4 Wide Horizons Outdoor 
Learning residential 

5 19th 
May 
22nd 
May 

Year 6 PGL residential 

6 Mon - 
Thurs 

Year 2 KS1 SATS: 
Mon: English paper 1 reading 
Tues: English paper 2 reading 

Weds: Maths paper 1 arithmetic 
Thurs: Maths paper 2 reasoning 

6 Sat 27th 
May 

Ramadan likely to start 

Fri 26th May Half term 

Mon 5th June Back to school for Half Term 6 



Unlocking the Key to Academic Achievement 

It’s no secret that reading— frequently and fluently— is the key to long-term academic success. 

Children move from “learning to read” to “reading to learn” over their time in primary school, 

gradually building up their skills at decoding new words, inferring meaning, and understanding 

complex texts.  

Here at KSA we are working on strengthening children’s reading muscles in a multitude of ways. 

We are increasing the time that children spend reading aloud, reading quietly by themselves, 

reading together as a class, as well as analysing complex texts through discussion and writing. 

We’ve improved our classroom libraries and are trying to help children pick books to read at home.  

Parents can help in a multitude of ways. First, we ask that you encourage your child to read. You 

can do this by helping your child find a good time and place to read, by reading aloud, by modeling 

reading, by talking about books and articles you have read, and by visiting your local library.  

Research shows that it is important for children to own books that they love. Our nursery team is 

holding periodic book sales of children’s books on Friday afternoons — all available from 10p to 

£1— hoping that you will help your nursery or reception-aged child pick a few books to keep and 

to enjoy repeatedly. These are books that are slightly used but cover a wide variety of topics, from 

science to fantasy. They’re books that we’ve got multiple copies of and would rather earn some 

money to buy newer and different texts where possible. Please take advantage of this opportunity 

to build your home library. 

We’re also in the process of starting a new project partnering with the National Literacy Trust to 

provide brand new books into the Junior School. We’ll hold a special event to help children learn 

how to best select books that are “just right” for them, and encourage them to add a book plate 

with their name, write a book review, and develop a sense of pride and delight in reading for 

pleasure. One tip on choosing books: try the “five finger” rule. When your child opens a book, have 

him/her count the words s/he can’t decode or doesn’t understand….if there are one or two, the 

book is likely to be a “just right” book. If there are five difficult words, the book may be a little too 

hard. We’ll share more information on our work with National Literacy Trust as we schedule 

Summer Term activities designed to create enthusiasm for reading.  

Please know how critical your reading support is to the long-term academic success of your child, 

and know that we appreciate each and every way that you engage with your child around reading, 

whether it’s the daily newspaper, a magazine, or a favourite fairy tale. 

For more information, please do talk to your child’s class teacher or Head of Year. In the 

meantime, happy reading! 

Cathy Hunter







 


