
UNIVERSITY OFFERS FLYING IN FOR 

OUR SIXTH FORM STUDENTS! 
At KSA, our mission is to provide a transformation education which prepares our pupils for 
university and beyond. And finally, after seven years of hard work, our oldest students have 
been making this mission a reality. They have been applying to universities this term, and 
finding out whether they have an offer or not. 
 
It has been such an exciting process for us to work 
on. Firstly, the students need to decide what 
university course they most want to study. Then, 
they need to write a 'personal statement' to 
convince the universities that they should be 
selected out of the thousands of applications that 
the universities receive. Their teachers write a 
detailed reference about them too, and then they 
decide which universities to apply to. This 
depends on their GCSE and predicted A level 
grades. Then, the waiting game begins! We've had 
lots of fingers and toes crossed!  
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Excitingly, two of our yr13 students have had interviews at 
Oxbridge, and we've been inundated with offers from 
universities. We have even received four unconditional offers, 
where the universities have told our students that whatever 
their grades, they would like to offer them a place. We are 
incredibly proud of our frontier cohort, and we are so pleased 
for them as they receive good news emails from universities. 

Ms Al-Hariri, Ms Humphreys, Mr Farrell and all the tutors deserve a huge thanks for the 
significant role they have played in ensuring that our first applications were of such quality. 
Please do stop by the wall in the main academy reception to look at the range of offers 
that we've had.  
 
Good luck, 2016! - Mr Clark 



The largest turnout for after school, before school and 
break time sports, the most teams KSA has ever en-
tered into leagues, the most competition’s KSA has 
ever entered and the biggest Friday tournaments KSA 
has ever hosted. What a year 2015/16 has already 
been, and will be, to look forward to. 
 
Here is a round-up of all things sports that have already 
happened or are happening in the future… 
 
Football  
Year 7 – Games start on 22nd February 2016 
Year 8 – Season finished – Constant changing squad 
lead to a near bottom finish. Lots to work on 
Year 9 – Season just underway, 2 games down and 5 in 
the New Year  
Year 10 – Season starts on 26th February 
Year 11 – Season started, a couple games left to play 
Year 12/13 – Will have some friendlies organised 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basketball 
KS3Boys – Are currently on one win and one loss, next 
games in the New Year  
KS4 Boys – Currently on 2 losses,  
6th Form – 1 win and 2 losses, first ever KSA 6th form 
competitive games for any sport! 
Massive thanks to our season ticket holders Ms Whyte, 
Ms Fifield and Mr Clark who have been at every home 
game cheering us on 
KS3 Girls – Games start in the New Year 
KS4 Girls – Games start in the New Year 
 
Netball 
KS3 – A few more games left on the season,  
KS4 – A few more games left of the season, 
 

Competitions already entered… 
KS3 and KS4 Boys basketball – both teams battled real-
ly hard and the KS3 boys came 2nd in their group 
KS3 and KS4 Girls basketball – First ever girls basketball 
competition, and what a fight they put up 
Year 8 Girls football – Came away with a couple of 
draws 
Year 7 Girls football – Won 2 and had 5 draws 
 
Upcoming competitions 
Boy’s Sports Hall Athletics – 2nd February 
Girl’s Sports Hall Athletics – 3rd February  
Swimming Gala – 11th February  
Indoor Rowing – 25th February 
Boys U14/U16’s Basketball Tournament – 3rd March 
Girls U14/U16’s Basketball tournament – 4th March  
 
 
Come down and get involved 
 
Basketball Tuesday, 5pm – 6pm  
Yr7 football Thursday, 4pm – 5pm  
Yr8 Football Tuesday, 4pm – 5pm  
Yr9 football Friday, (Pad Rec) 5pm – 6pm  
Yr10 football Friday, (Pad Rec) 5pm – 6pm 
Yr11 football Friday, (Pad Rec) 5pm – 6pm 
All Years Netball Tuesday, 4pm – 5pm  
All years Cricket Wednesday, 5pm – 6pm  
Girl’s football, Tuesday 5pm – 6pm 
Girl’s Basketball, Wednesday 4pm – 5pm  
 
 
Sports Ambassadors 
 
Congratulations to our newly appointed pupils to help 
with organisation and communication.  
 
Year 7 – Mahmoud  
Year 8 – Jaidon and Lamia 
Year 9 – Rana  
Year 10 – Aala Sabri and Christian 
Year 11 – Rashma and Mo 

KSA SECONDARY SPORT ROUND-UP 

Check out our basketball teams meeting the 
LSBU team. 

It was a great experience for the pupils, they 
represented the school amazingly and got to 

watch a high quality basketball game. 

Thank you to all that made it happen – 
especially Ms Whyte for stepping in with 

enrichment groupings! 



KSA hosts Regional Final of Jack Petchey’s ‘Speak Out Challenge’ 

Another successful year for KSA in the regional 
round of the Jack Petchey "Speak Out! 
Challenge"! 
 
On Monday 7th December, Fatima El Shams 
and Sonni Mitchell took part in the 
Westminster finals of the "Speak Out! 
Challenge". In his powerful speech, Sonni 
taught us all a lesson on how to treat others 
with respect and Fatima confidently warned of 
the dangers of becoming a WIFI thirsty 
monster. Fatima placed third in the regional 
final, proving once again that KSA pupils are 
eloquent and passionate public speakers. A 
huge shout out to our previous winner Millod Sadaty, who was Master of Ceremonies for the night, Atifa 
Aziz, who provided our musical entertainment, and Yousif Barzi and Khadija Bibi for welcoming our guests 
and judges.  

Year 8 French Presentations 

A few weeks ago, Year 8 presented their dream schools to 
teachers and students from upper school, to try and convince 
people to sign up as students for their school. Many talented 
teachers who could speak French surprised us by grilling us in 
French about the subjects, uniform, and timetable of our day.  

 

The winning schools were “Oddington 
Academy” (Hannan, Yoss, Masuma and 
Shayma) in 8 Ningbo, and “Hotline Bling 
Academy” (Christian, Faith, Hanae, and 
Mo S) in 8 Exeter. It was great opportunity 
to show off our French skills and work as a 
team. And we all learned a valuable lesson 
about bribing people using cake…  

 

by Tiger-Lily Smith and Versace Haynes 



Sixth Form maths Students attend the Maths Inspiration Tour 

On 3rd December, Year 12 and 13 attended the London leg of the 
Maths inspiration tour. 

Pupils heard from Rob Eastaway, who talked about how important 
number sense was in careers in industry, Jen Rogers on statistical 
significance and how difficult it is to see the meaning of data behind 
statistical noise, and Matt Parker, who gave an entertaining lecture 
about his favourite shape, the 4-dimensional Klein Bottle. 

Pupils then had the opportunity to ask questions, with Wafaa 
demanding a statistical explanation of Jen Rogers for why the 
presenters only picked boys to come up on stage, which she was 
unable to give! 

Opposite is a photo of Matt Parker and his 3 dimensional projection of the Klein Bottle. 

Year 5 perform with the Bach Choir 

On Monday, 30th November, children in Year 5 visited Westminster Cathedral Hall to sing Christmas 
songs with the Bach Choir. Parents came to watch them perform alongside other schools in Westminster, 
Hammersmith & Fulham, and Kensington & Chelsea. We really enjoyed this experience and are looking 
forward to working with the Bach Choir next year, in preparation for the Summer Concert at Central Hall, 
Westminster! 



Teach First Impact Conference 2015 

Ayman Farouk and I from the Class of 2017 at King Solomon Academy led the opening ceremony of the Teach First 
Conference at Leeds Arena. Here, Jamil writes about the event: 

Teach First is an organisation created by Brett Wigdortz, which was inspired by the American equivalent Teach for 
America. The aim of Teach First is to train newly graduated university students to be effective teachers in schools 
across the UK. The training courses comprise of various methods including how to handle student behaviour; how 
best to help encourage students and how to help students get into the best universities. The many teachers at King 
Solomon Academy are Teach First ambassadors which explains our close connection with the organisation and 
which is why we believe that Teach First is essential to the future of our education in our country. 

The Teach First Impact Conference is an event that has 
been happening yearly since the organisation was 
created in 2002. The Impact Conference brings together 
the first and second year participants of the Teach First 
course, as well as many ambassadors who have 
previously completed the Teach First course. The 
Conference includes inspirational speeches to help 
remind the participants of why the Teach First course is 
essential for them and also includes many taster 
lectures which reflect how the course will be. 

KSA was invited by the Impact Conference organisers to 
be the hosts for the opening ceremony. We travelled to 
Leeds where the event was taking place and spent our 
first day there practicing for the event. The second day was when the actual event took place. On that day we met 
a lot of truly inspirational people including Nicky Morgan, the Secretary of State for Education; Doug Lemov, who is 
the Managing Director of Uncommon Schools and the author of Teach Like a Champion (which is a must read for all 
teachers) and Richard McCann, the author of Just a Boy, which is a story about how his English teacher changed his 
life. 

Year 11 students from King Solomon Academy like me and Ayman, have had many experiences of being in front of 
large audiences either because of Shakespeare plays, orchestra performances or many of the other events we take 
part in at school. However this was our first time speaking in front of such a large audience of 4000 people. 
Therefore, naturally we were nervous at the start as we contemplated the thought. Fortunately, when we got on 
the stage we realised that we owned it and our fears went away. On stage we were able to meet, introduce and 
thank Nicky Morgan, Doug Lemov and Richard McCann and we were also able to hear from Brett Wigdortz 
and  brave Year 3 boy from another school who recited a poem. 

The other piece of experience that we have also gained is to be even more grateful to all our teachers as we see the 

kind of training that they did to be able to teach us and what their intentions were when they took on that task. 

By Jamil Mohammed  

European Fast Stream visit KSA Linguists  

Year 11 and 13 linguists received a visit from two Civil Services 
employees, from the European Fast Stream. As well as finding out more 
about careers within the EU, students took part in a simulated 
discussion about energy targets, representing different countries and 
their needs. Tempers flared, but students learnt how to compromise in 
order to meet their country’s requirements. Particular highlights were 
Sulaiman’s leadership of the discussion and Israa and Leila’s 
impassioned debate!  



KSA Secondary PSHE Update 

PSHE is the study of personal, health and social educations. At King Solomon Academy pupils study a different PSHE topic each 

term. In Term 1 they study Mental and Physical Health and Wellbeing, in Term 2 pupils study Healthy Relationships and in Term 

3 pupils study Citizenship. Assessments are made at the beginning and end of each cycle and we expect all pupils to make sig-

nificant progress. Lessons are delivered through assemblies, devoted curriculum time, talks from external guests and though 

small group teaching. We feel that this provides pupils with the right experiences to fully understand the world around them 

and enables them to practice the skills they are learning in a safe environment. At the beginning and the end of the cycle the 

whole school has a half day which is devoted to PSHE. Pupils are off timetable from their normal lessons and will spend the 

morning/ afternoon focussing on developing the skills and knowledge required to be happy, healthy individuals. We welcome 

the support and input of parents into the PSHE curriculum and it may be nice to support your child’s learning through informal, 

relevant interactions at home. Please do get in touch with your child’s pastoral team or Miss England if you are concerned by 

any of the content in the PSHE curriculum.  

Sixth Form Students visit Auschwitz 

Earlier this year, I was presented with the opportunity to go to Poland, and visit the notorious camps where so many horrible 
events took place during World War Two. Along with Sinem, another hard working student at King Solomon Academy, we were 
flown to our destination along with another 200 pupils who were all keen to learn about the effects of the war. Whilst there, 
we were taken to see Auschwitz. This was the name of one of the most famous concentration camps that Hitler created; it was 
there that so many lives were lost, young and old.  

In all honesty, after having been there and witnessing what might have been 
echoes of the conditions they suffered - I must say that we will never know pain as 
they did, and it is through experience that I ask all reading this to cherish 
everything they have been blessed with. 

After a long day in Poland, it was my task along with the others taking part in the 
Learn From Auschwitz (LFA) program to bring back a lesson that I could share. I 
enjoyed talking to year 6 and hope that they do take on my main message, “to 
never simply stand by” for it is our duty to shape the future that is to come. We 
can live a happy, prosperous future if we choose to and it just happens to be that this future I speak of is in all of your hands. 

I plan to go on to university next year and study history before going on to hopefully become a teacher. It’s programmes like 
LFA which have helped me a great amount by both allowing me to take on a priceless experience and teach wider audiences 
about what they can do to make a change.  I encourage everyone, when the time comes, to take part in the same opportunity 
and never look back. The reward will be one to never forget. 
 

Once we returned to school, we were able to talk about our trip to some Primary students (picture shown)  

By Jack La Grotteria 

KSA Primary Students enter Chess Tournament  

On Friday 4th December KSA entered our first ever chess tournament! It was held at the 

London Chess Classis in Olympia and children from Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 competed against 

other schools in a competition organised by the Chess in School community. 

For many of the children, they had only been playing chess for a few months, so they were 

excited to put their skills to the test against more experienced players. The children took 

part in two rounds of competition, with professional chess players watching to check who 

the winners were. During one round, when there weren’t enough players, Mackiya from 

Exeter class was challenged by Nigel Davies, a chess Grandmaster! 

Our best competitor was Dayshaun from Year 6, who managed to win four matches and get 12 points, but all the children 

enjoyed themselves and gained some valuable experience in playing chess.  We are all looking forward to going back next year 

and performing even better! 



Representatives from BP speak to our Sixth Formers 
 
As part of our University Preparation Programme in Sixth Form, this half term we have had a range of speakers from different 
sectors and careers come in to speak to our students about their jobs and the skills, qualifications and experiences required to 
succeed in these careers. A highlight of this was welcoming Fuzzy and Alisa from BP to speak to us about the various roles with-
in BP. Hager Mousa (Year 13) writes: 
 
As a female going to study engineering at university, I learnt from the BP lecture about the range of jobs in engineering, some 
of which are desk based but many in which you can travel the world and see engineering happening on the ground. Fuzzy ex-
plained about how he was able to work in different countries whilst at BP such as in Egypt. He explained the challenges of be-
ing an Arab going to work in an Arab country and the social tension this caused between his colleagues and the Arab communi-
ty they were working with. He also talked about the importance of working as a team and using everyone’s skills to find solu-
tions to problems. This lecture has really motivated me to work in the engineering sector. It also encouraged many of my 
peers, who are not studying engineering at university, to consider working for a scientific company like BP, as there are many 
roles within the company that aren't just for engineers. For example, someone who has studied languages would be an asset 
to the BP team, because when they travel they need to have people within the company who can communicate and able to 
reach an understanding with locals within the communities they work with. I am really looking forward to work with BP again 
as they are a really interesting company which have many different roles on offer. 

KSA Prize Giving 2015 

On Thursday 1st October, the whole of Upper School came together to celebrate the fantastic Summer 2015 exam 

results. Presented by Lucy Heller (CEO of Ark) and Ian Heggs from Westminster Council, the following students 

were awarded books (of their choice) to congratulate them on being the highest achievers in their year group. 

Pictures from the ceremony are on the opposite page. 

Year 12 Art Prize  Najwa Aarab  Year 11 History Prize  Ismail Kifoun 

Year 13 Art prize  Layal Abdullah  
Year 11 Most Progress In 
Year Prize 

 Albina Koraci 

Year 13 Psychology prize  Emmanuel Abraham Akpan  
Year 12 Most Improved 
Character Prize 

 Anass  Laachoubi 

Year 10 Music Prize  Badr Al-Darweesh  
Year 11 English and Lan-
guages Prize 

 Alaa Lafta 

Year 10 Maths and Science 
Prizes 

 Eddy  Allaybeu  
Year 13 English Literature 
and History Prizes 

 Moses Lawson 

Year 10 Overall academic 
prize 

 Eddy  Allaybeu  Year 12 History Prize  Bshayer Mirza 

Year 12 Maths Prize  Ahmed Ayoub  Year 13 Economics prize  Layomi Oladipo 

Year 12 Languages Prize  Manal Chafi  Year 13 Character Prize  Christine Oluokun 

Year 11 Music Prize  Chris Ebulu  Year 11 RS Prize  Sagal Omar 

Year 10 Character Prize  Fatima El-Shams  Year 13 Most Progress In  Sinem Oyzoyn 

Year 11 Overall academic  Nadia Ezbakh  Year 11 Science and Geogra-  Rashma Rahman 

Year 12 Geography Prize  Ayman Farouk  
Year 12 Most Progress In 
Year Prize 

 Fahad Ridha 

Year 12 Music Prize  Susan Hamoud  Year 11 Maths Prize  Thaer Saada 

Year 13 Biology Prize  Mohammad Ali Hazime  Year 10 Languages Prize  Alaa  Sabri 

Year 11 Character Prize  Laila Hijazi  Year 10 History Prize  Aziz Saiq 

Year 10 English and Most 
Progress Prizes 

 Tahmid Hussain  Year 13 Politics prize  Asiya Shanvere 

Year 12 English Prize  Noshin Hussain  Year 10 Geography Prize  Taslima Zaman 

Year 13 Spanish prize  Jack Isaaz La Grotteria  
Year 12 Overall academic 
prize 

 Tahmeena Nadia Zaman 

Year 12 Science Prize  Mohammed Jamiluddin  
Year 13 Maths, Chemistry, 
Physics, Further Maths and 
Overall Academic Prizes 

Mohammed Shakeel  
Zaman 



Christmas Card Competition 

This year, Year 7 students were invited to enter our 

Christmas Card competition. The winning entry is shown 

here and was submitted by Aisyah Chairahman. Her 

colourful design will be on the front of the card which is 

sent out to over 200 friends of KSA including work 

experience placements, trip destinations and the 

Governors.  

Well done Aisyah! 

Pictures from KSA’s 2015 Prize Giving Ceremony 



KSA Music News 

Orchestral Excellence 

The KSA Orchestra programme is always exciting and action-packed and 
this term has been no exception. The sound of our orchestra permeates 
the corridors every day, and our staff just can’t stop humming the latest 
tunes being played by the orchestras! In addition to playing in their 
orchestras every week, pupils have also had the opportunity to attend a 
number of musical trips. Year 7 had the opportunity to visit the Odeon 
cinema in Camden to watch the BBC Philharmonic feature on BBC Ten 
Pieces. This amazing whirlwind through orchestral music was a hit for all 
the pupils, and they were a hit for some of the producers who were there 
in the screening with us; who commented on their obvious enthusiasm 
for music. Later in the term, our Upper School Orchestra section leaders and assistant leaders were treated to a 
visit to the Barbican, where they watched the London Symphony Orchestra perform some heavyweight classical 
music. It was a huge pleasure to spend the evening with such mature and thoughtful musicians! Another trip saw 

some Key Stage 3 pupils visit the Royal Albert Hall to watch the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra play famous music featured in James Bond 
films across the years. It was certainly a lovely surprise to hear the 
orchestra’s encore – Writing’s On The Wall – a piece which is currently 
being perfected by our Year 8 orchestra. 

 

 

Music Stars 

Last week saw KSA host its first informal recital. This is 
part of a series of small-scale concerts in which pupils 
can volunteer to perform. Well done to all those who 
took part and performed in front of our appreciative 
audience: Temi, Sarah E, Houria, Hannan, Leah, Adel, 
Atifa. We have even more pupils going above and 
beyond what is expected of them. Two pupils in Year 8, Adam and Fadul, have recently begun to learn the trumptet 
and will hopefully be making their debut in the Winter Concert. Our KS3 drum scholars, Hannan and Ibrahim, have 
also been working very hard and are admired and respected by their orchestras. They have recently welcomed 
Kiddus Darwit to the drum scholar team – well done Kiddus! Lastly, congratulations go to our pupils who 
successfully applied for and gained a place in Ark Fusion (Nicky, Ishaq, Tiger-Lily, Hager, Ghita, Atifa, Leah, Safwan 
and Noran) and KSA Upper School Orchestra (Nadia, Mahfuz, Rana, Akram, Saba, Ahmed A, Ghita and Ishaq). 
 

If you would like to put yourself forward to perform a solo or small group item in a future recital or in the Winter 
Concert, let us know! 
 

In The Pipeline 

Over the next few terms we have a huge amount to be looking forward to. We are currently collaborating with the 
Royal Academy of Music, whose students will be coming in to perform for and work with our pupils in the new 
term. We are also looking at becoming Menuhin Ambassadors, allowing us to adopt and support an international 
competitor for this year’s Menuhin Competition. There will be another informal recital next half term. Do let Mr 
Parratt and the term know if you would like to perform in this.  

We work hard in orchestra because we know it makes us into amazing, thoughtful and positive team players, and 
we would like to share this with you! Please do put the date in your diary for our Winter Concert: Friday 15 January 
at 6pm. 

Do you follow us on Twitter yet? Get all the latest Music Department news by following @ksaorchestra. 

Mr Parratt, Head of Music 



Year 8 visit the Science Museum 

Year 8 went on an exciting trip to the Science Museum to visit an fascinating exhibition: Cosmonauts – Birth of the 
Space Age. We went there because we are learning about space, and how humans can survive in such an 
environment. Cosmonauts were Russians who took part in the ‘Space 
Race’ in the in the 1950s and 60s; they were the first humans to go to 
space. Some things we enjoyed were the special spacesuits (especially the 
crazy toilet device), fun facts about travelling, and seeing the rockets they 
went up in. They were so small that the Cosmonauts had to stay cramped 
up inside for many hours! One fact which really shocked us was that it 
takes 8-12 hours to get to space; most of us thought it would take one or 
less because of the speed of the rocket.  

It was a great privilege for us to visit such an interesting, educational and 
fun exhibition!  

By Tiger-Lily Smith 

Important Dates for Spring Term 2016 

Monday 4th January—CPD Day—School closed to students 

Tuesday 5th— Thursday 7th January—Year 12 and 13 Mock Exams 

Thursday 7th January—Year 7-9 Parent’s Evening 

Friday 15th January—Winter Concert 

Tuesday 2nd February—Individual and Sibling Photographs 

Monday 15th—Friday 19th February—Half term 

Monday 22nd February —Friday 4th March—Year 11 Mock Exams 

Monday 7th—Friday 11th March—year 12 and 13 Mock Exams 

Wednesday 16th March— Year 10 and 11 Vaccinations  

Thursday 17th—Friday 18th March—Year 8 Lille Trip 

Monday 21st March— CPD Day—School closed to students 

Monday 21st—Tuesday 22nd March—Year 9 Work Shadowing 

Thursday 24th March—End of Term 

KSA is looking for a Playground Supervisor 

We are looking for a highly organised, energetic individual for the role of Playground Supervisor, to assist 

during the lunch hour. The Playground Supervisor will be the first point of contact for all issues relating to 

play, first aid and health and safety in the playground. They will be responsible for ensuring that all pupils 

experience a varied and dynamic playtime experience at lunchtime.  

For more information, please email office@kingsolomonacademy.org or call 020 7563 6900  

or visit kingsolomonacademy.org/vacancies 


